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The Preface to the Reader. 


Gone 1 confult my Diſadvantages in being Expoſed to 

Publick View , eſpecially conſidering. My ſhortneſs od 
two Parts, Education, Time, and Authors, I mnft 
have been Silent z eſpecially when it is ſuch a Critical Genera- 
tion as we live in, and ſome having nothing elſe to do but td 
Beget, and after Nouriſh contentions : But this being rather 
matter of FaR than Notion, and that whetein all are concerh - 
ed, that Ipreſume no one will be ſo Audacious, as to own an 
Oppoſition as to the Matter it ſelf, but for the Manner ; theſe 
things above conſidered,: 1 hope the Reader, eſpecially one 
who hath any reſpec to bimſelf, and Poſterity as an Engliſh _ 
man, or Naturaliſed, will oyerlook the imperrenences, and 
mind the intent and ſcope of the Author; and hoping 
ſome that have more time, and every Accommodation and 
heartto it, may hereafter when more Digeſted, berter Poliſh 
theſe Rude and Confuſed Lines, and leave it to Poſterity as a 
Caution. I have only this farther to add as an Apologie, why 


. I mention Fiſhing with Undreſt, and Undied Cloath ; the rea- 


ſon whereof is, Becauſe it being now Obvious to us, the Da- 
mage we ſuſtain, that the then Generation did not conſider gz 
and it will be ſo in our Woolls, if we do not timely prevent it ; 
which I think deſerves conſideration, that by it the Dutch gain 
of us three Millions of Pounds per annum, that might have been 
ſ{ved : It's our = concern being forewarn'd not to looſe the 
like in our Woolls, | 

When the greateſt {trength of the Nation in People, lies up- 
on the ſeveral Relations of Cloathing, &c. | 

When the greateſt Euſtomes, and Revenews of his Majefty, 
ariſeth from Cloathing, 6. 

When the mightieſt power upon the Sexs in ſhipping, grows 
from Cloathing and Fithing. 


A | When 


When the formidable Obligation in Awing all Forreigne 
States, reſts upon Cloathing, cc. 

Even when the Practice, and Trade of Tranſporting its 
Materials in many places, 1s become an open Profeſſion ; if this 
calls not for ſome Allowance in me, for the Method; I muſt 
- be (ſilent, and humbly Beg pardon for appearing in Pub- 


lick, - 


ah —_— _ —.—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_ _ 
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Some Letters by way of Complaint from beyond the $eas, 


Liſle, March, 16. 1669. 


E have here a miſerable Tarriff lately come forth, that 
Taxes Serges, at. 25 Florens per 100. weight, 
Cloath ar 40. Cottens, Ralters, Kerlies, at 10 Florens per 100 
weight , the French . ſhew little reſpett to the King of Encked 
n this : T he miſery 1s the great quantity of Wooll that is ſtolen out 
from England into France, which makes them audations, and at 
the Burrean, they will tell you down right , that the IWoolleh 
Fabricks of England, are altogether unneceſſary tn his Majeſties 
of France his Dominions, becauſe they ſay they can make as good 
or better themſelves; But if they had .not our Wooll, they would 
not ſay ſo : Thus we Engliſh have our throats cut with our 
own Weapons ; and I wonder there 1s 10 one in Ensland ſen- 
ſible of this grand Evil, as to Demonſtrate it to his Majeſty and 
Council in England : 1 time ſirangers will not care two pence 
for our Engliſh woollen Manufattures, Holland draws from Ireland 
whole Ships Loading of Wooll, beſides what comes from England 
being ſtolen out from the Kentiſh, Effex , and Suſſex Coaſts, in- 
zo France, Holland, Zealand, and Flanders : Dover, and Can- 
terbury, being the only Neſt to harbokr ſuch' Night<Rognes, 
who are as fo many Wolves to devour the Glory and Well-being of 
eur Nation, which no Law I perceive wall reſtrain +hem like Hem- 
pen Halters, 
Eile, 


Lile, 26, April, 1670] 


b 


T French are now got into a way of making 4 Low-price- ſort 
of Cloath, called Searge de Berry, which comes as cheap 


4s Northern Cloath, and of much better Wooll, it is about 5, quar- 
ters broad; they have ſo much, in which they have cloathed a 
reat number of their Seulaters ;, and now the King of France 
hath lately made an Oraer, to enj.yn the Fabrickers to make it of 
the ſame breadth as Engliſh Broad-cloath , ſo our Low-price- 
cloath is like to come to nothing, and all made of Engliſh Wooll. 


In another Letter treating of this Matter of Wooll, of the 
great quantities coming into France ; thus our Engliſhmey have 
the Reputation, as they will betray their Fathers for two pence, it 
15 no marvel that they will betray their Countrey : But 1 will de- 
tain you no longer, 


Theſe things conſidered, it's matter of Lamentation that we 
here in England, ſhould be called upon from beyond- Sea:to look 
ro our ſelves, and to preſerve our Trade, And whereas in the 
firſt Letrer,the Gentleman wonders at the Stupidity of us in Eng- 
land, and cauſe there is to wonder z yet | think it requiſite to 
Inſert what hath been done by Demonſtrating ir to his Majeſty, 
and what his Majeſty hath done ro prevent that Evil Firſt, 
There hath been before his Majeſty the Matter it felf, (viz.) 
The quantity of Wooll Exported. Secondly, The manner 
how. Amd Thirdly, The evil Conſequences thereof, as at large 
appeareth in the enſuing Lines. Now, to trouble the Reader 
with the particuJars,will be tedious, and make the Entry ſwell 
beyond its bounds, but briefly ſome few Hints how I have 
gone on Gradually ſtep by ſep. 

I. Firſt, in Oltober 67. being in Rumncy Marſh in Kent, 
where T uſed to buy Wool}, and miſling near 1500 Packs in a 
ſhort time, and was credibly informed, that in one Night,there 
were twelve Shallops Loaden with Wooll, did obſerve the mo- 
tion of thoſe men, and cauſed a parcel of Wooll to-be gs 
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that was going at night to be Shipt aboard a French Shallop., 

2, I came up to London leaving my own private Concerns; 
ro acquaint the Parliament what Danger the Trade was in, and 
ſo:much the more, becauſe the French King had put ſach an 
Lmpoſt upon our Ezgliſh Woollen ManufaQturies, as 1 was in- 
formed to be no leſs than 20 or zo per cert 3 and ſoon after, I 
found it ſo by experience in a ſmall parcel of Drapery, which 
I adventured to deep ; and thus the ſaid King did incourape his 
Subjects, baving our Wooll to work it out, and fo much the 
cheaper than we, as in the enſuiug Leaves doth more at large 


appear. 

The Parliament upon the Petition that I preſented, ordered 
the Buſineſs to be conſidered by a Committee, in which Orders 
(ſo far as I can remember) theſe two things were included. 
Firſt, chat there might be an Addreſs made to-his Majeſty to 
Wear, and to Incourage the Wearing of the Engliſh. Manuta- 
Eturies. Secondly, To put a greater Impoſt upon the French 
Linnen, to incourage the Planting and Sowing of Flax, and 
Hemp in England; this was to Ballance what the French King 
had before given an Example, and I hope will be good in the 
end by it, both as to the wearing of our Engliſh Manufactu- 


ries, which I was glad to ſee then, and alſo now again pe 


and for Encouragement of Linning, ſomthing may be done 
alſo, there being ſome ſteps made herein by a Bill depending. 

After the Adjournment of the Parliament, I petitioned his | 
Majeſty and Privy Council, for a Party of Horleto be in Kent 
aforeſaid, by the Sea-ſide, and ſome Frigots to be at Sea (un- 
till the Parliament was to Aſſemble again) his Majeſty imme- 
diately granted the ſaid Petition 3 and I attending ſometimes 
at Sea, and ſometimes at Land, with one, ſometimes two Ser- 
vants, and Horſes, by which means there was near a thouſand 
Packs of Wooll, that was prevented of being Exported that. 
Summer, 

In September 68, the Parliament. not coming\ toge- 
ther to perfe the Bill depending, ſeveral Propoſals were made 
0 his Majetty in Council z ſoon afterwards-was choſen a Coun- 
ul of Trade, conſiſting cf ſome of his Majeſties Privy Coune 
cil,, and ſome Merchants, and other able men z to which —_ 

C11: 
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cil was referred all the Propoſals before mentioned, with this 
Addition from his Majeſty, (viz.) Tow are very ſtriitly ro t41- 
quire, and diligently ro inform your ſelves by waar W41YS and pra- 
tiſes, the Wioll of this Kingdom comes to be Stolen, ImbeJcled, 
ſent away mto Fo-rergn parts contrary to Law, what places, &c. 
are moſt ſuſpected in England, or elſewhere , and who doth Buy 
the ſaid Wool in thoſe, places, to the end that nothing of care or 
watch may be omitted ; but that all ſuch ſtrickt and ſevere courſes 
be taken, that an evil ſo miſchievous, and inconvenient, may be 
totally prevented, Which faid Council (after Jarg? Debate) 
did return their Opinion, that although there was ſome defects 
in the Law, yet the principle cauſe, was the want of Executi- 
on; therefore they deſired that the care of that Buſineſs ſhould 
be eſpecially recommended to the Preſident, and Governours 
of Chriſts Hoſpital, in London, for theſe following Reaſons. 

1, Becauſe the charge of that Aﬀair, was too much for any 
private Perſon. , 

2. Becauſe the ſaid Perſons can have no private Intereſt, by 
the ill, or overdoing, or neglecting thereof, 

3. It is their common Intereſt to look carefully after it, be- 
cauſe the fame Perſons are Governours of Blackwel-Hall, 
which is the common Market for Woollen ManufsRuries. 

4. Many of them are at Leiſure, being of competent Eſtates, 
and paſt their middle Age. = 

5. They are a Court already formed, being fitted with 
Rooms, and Officers, Methods, and Conveniences, &c. 
6, We hope this will give great content to City, and Coun- 
trey. 

The 24, of April 69, his Majeſty did order a Commiſſion 
under the great Seal ot England for that purpoſe, to the aid 
Governours, but ſome Objections being in their way, princi= 
pally the want of Money, did not ſo enter upon it ; which ſaid 
Commitlion ] procured upon my own Coft and Charge. 

About Auguſt 69. I petitioned his Majeſty for ſome thing 
to be done in Ireland, and a Letter was written by. the Kings 
Order, to the Lord Lieutenant of 1reland, on purpoſe about 
Wooll; after his Commiſhon was — the effect thereof 

| Was, 
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was, thatin ſix weeks time after he came to [re/ara, there was 
Eanded in Minebead, near a 1£00. Packs of Wooll more in 
that time, than had in ſome years before, and the like at Che- 
tir, and Liveypcel, proportionably 3 as | was credibly inform- 
ed, there being ſuch quantities before Exported beyond Sea, 
as was Aſſerted in the Houſe of Commons, to be no leſsthan 
one hundred thouſand Packs. 

[Immediately aſter, Iprocured the diſcovery of five Veſlcls 
that went into Callis, in France, Laden with Wool}, and all tn 
two days time; which ſaid Diſcovery, following of it, there 
hath been near a 100 perſons found guilty, 8 or 10 Veſlels ta- 
ken, and about 140 Bags of Wooll, being intended for Tranſ- 
portation, Seiſed and Condemned; all this in Kerr (belides 
tome ſmall parcels in other places) and had not the Officers (at 
leaſt one man) compounded with all the famous Tranſporters 
of Wooll in Ker, and thereby prevented me in proſecuting 
the ſaid Tranſporters, and Re-delivered theſe Boats that were 
Seiſed and condemned, I had done very much, it not altoge- 
ther deſtroyed that evil practice, at lealt in Kerr : For abour 
O Fober, November , December, and Fanuary, (in 1669,) 
there was ſuch a {top put upon it, upon thar diſcovery I had 
made, and the fears amongſt the Tranſporters, that there was 
no Wool}, or very little, Tranſported in theſe Months ; bur as 
ſoon as the ſaid Officer, the Compounder-General for Kezt, 
had Critically got into his old Road, and compounded as for- 
merly, and offered Deputations to ſome of the Grand Tran(- 
porre: ${if they would have paid for it)the Tranſporters went on 
as furious as ever, when they know they can come off ſo : Whar 
if it coſt a man 1o or 20 pound ina year, if he get 2 or 300 
pound by it, and is aſſured of his diſcharge ? by this means the 
Kingdom 1s greatly Impoveriſhed, and looſe its Trade. (I 
was informed that the parcel of Wooll mentioned in page 3o. 
that was Seiſed in Loder, and condemned, is now bought by. a 
Tranſporter.) But upon a motion made before the Barrons of 
the Exchequer, im Eaſter Term lat, there was'a Rule given in 
Court, and ordered to be entered ; that from that time for- 
ward, no- Ltcence ſhould be allowed in Court, without the 


Appro- 
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Approbation of two perſons; one to controul the other ; and 
that all the Wooll that is Seiſed and Condemned, to be brought 
up to Longon, 

And as to that of Ireland, having an Order from the Far- 
mers of his Majeſties Cuſtoms, to Examine whar 1s Inſerted 1n 
page 17. of the fraudulent Certificates in all the Southern Ports, 
and when I came to Exey, I found that an 17:ſþ Merchant, one 
Blake, had been tampering with ſome Officers there, about the 
Form of their Sea), and the Names of their Officers 3 and not 
accompliſhing his ends there, did elſewhere procure the ſaid 
Frauds in ſome petty Port, as 1 was credibly informed, and af- 
terwards found it ſo, For when I did upon this Information, 
write preſently to Ireland, to two perſons to make an enquiry, 
they found the faid Blake in Gallaway (concerned in all, or molt 
of thoſe five Veſſels mentioned in pag.22,) to get up the Bonds, 
but he was prevented , and hy that means much good hath been 
done, and more may,if followed, and nor ſuffer ſuch quantities | 
to be Shipt as formerly, upon no conſideration whatſoever ; 
and now it is ſeaſonable to give ſome.touch of what was pro- 
pounded in the Honourable Houſe of Commons, about per- 
mitting Wooll to be Tranſported from Ireland, taking it for 
rag that there was the quantity Exported, as above ſpeci- 

ed, and being under the conſideration of Raiſing Money for 
his Majeſties preſent ſupply, I was informed that this motion 
was made, That if Wooll was ſuffered to be Exported from 
Ireland, paying 2 4. or 3 4. per pound Cuſtome,it would, Firlt, 
make it ſo Dear to Forraigners, that the Engliſh could under- 
fell them in the ManufaCtury, Secondly, It would raiſe a great 
Revenue ro his Majeſty, Thirdly, It would be an inducement 
to the Officers, to bemore careful to look after the Cuſtome, 
and ſo leſs would g0 : This ſeemed to many Wiſe Grave Se- 
nators at firſt, to be very Feazable, until 1 gave Anſwer to ir. 
And that was thus, 

Anſw. 1, Asto 24. or 3, d.per pound dearer, ſignifies no- 
thing : For if they Enter 10 Packs, there ſhall g0 off a 100 
Packs Unentred. But grant it did all pay that Cuſtome there 
in 1relanas it pays no Cuſtome when it's Imported in Holland, 


Flanders, 
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Flanders, or France and then to conlider the Cukome is paid 
here co his Majeſty upon our Woollen Manufactury, when Ex- 
ported, which is about five pound for a Pack of Worſted- 
fnffs, &c. and it's ſuch Wool] that is coveted; and that as 
before the French King laying (uch an Impoſt upon our Ergl:ſh 
Woollen ManufaRuries, of 20 or 3o per cent, this overbal- 
lanceth by ten parts the firſt Reaſon, and beſides about the Ma- 
nufactors working ſo much cheaper, as in page the 7th, which I 
humbly ſuppoſe, 1s a ſufficient Anſwer to the farit Reaſon of 
the Motion. | 
Anſw. 2, As to his Majeſties Revenue by 2 4, or 3 4. per 
pound, is anſwered in ſhort; The Cuitome paid as above up- 
on the Export of our Woollen Manufacturies, is double that 
Cuſtome; but the Cultome upon the Importation of the Pro- 
duct thereof, may amount to three times the worth of the Pack 
_ of Wooll; _ page the 5zh, from hence may be con- 
r cluded, That his Majelties damage by the quantity that js aſſer- 
ted to be Tranſported, cannot be leſs than one Million of 
pounds Sterling 3 ſo that this alſo is Anſwered. 

' Anſw. 3, Asto the Officers inducement, I ſhall anſwer in 
ſhort, by asking this fingle Queſtion, (viz.) Which in reaſon 
can be the greateſt Inducement, 3 4. per pound for Cuſtome, 
or 3 5. per pound Forfeiture, if Shipt to be Tranſported, which 
is now 1n Force and Recoverable ? But there was more in the 
bottom, For within a day or two of the ſaid Motion, there was 
2 Noble Lord did affirm in the Committee for Wooll, that his 
Lordſhip was offered a hundred thouſand pound Sterling, to 
paſs an Act for Tranſportation of Wooll ; and beſides, there is 
a Petition of many years ſtanding, that within this few months 
I had a view of, for Combed Wooll to go off upon the ſame 
pretence as before ; alledging it is courſe Wooll, and not for 
the Clothier. It's true, that it is not fit for Cloath, but it is 
for Worſted-ftuffs, and Stockens, which is as prejudicial, if not 
more than Clothing Wool], as in pas, 3, | 
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I. Irſt is diſcovered in general the Riches of England, in 
the abundance of Commoaities , and by it the multitude 
and variety of Manufaitures by a due Tnprovement, 
England »ght be a general Mart for the whole World ; 

alſo, ſo conveniently ſituated in all reſpefts, and by good conſe- 
quence, bis Majeſty might be the greateſt Prince, Page, 

WH. The Advantage, the Dukes of Burgundy had by our Wooll, 

until King Edward the Third, it was Exported at 6.4. per 
pound, azd many Engliſh Mdcrchants Tranſported themſelves 
with it ; the Cloath returned from Burgundy at 10s. per 
Yard, by which it's plain what England loft, 2, 
NI. The Wiſdom ana Care of the ſaid King Edward the Third, 
not only in confining hus Wooll, by very ſtrit Laws to Eng- 
land, but i the x ng of his own Subjets, who hud been 
long ſettled in Flanders, and ſo inviting Cloathers over to con= 
' vert his Wools into Cloathing, andto ada ſomething more than is 
zuſerted in page 2. and 3. Vpon a Viſitation maae by himſelf to 
the Duke of Burgundy ; during his Reſidence there, be imploj- 
ed ſuch able Agents among ſt the Flemiſh Cloathers, as ( bare- 
ly upon his promiſes ) he prevailed with great Numbers of them 
ro come into England ſoon after him, where he moſt Royally 
performed thoſe Promiſes, 's at large appeareth in that Hi- 

ory. 

Ty The great Endeavours of Forrergners, and Aſſifiasce of our 

Engliſh ( from a ſuppoſed Gaines, to a real Loſs) to get our 
 Woels Exported _ Loſs to us, and Gain to Forretigners, 
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ſpecially to he French ) i diſcovered,  Pape3.4. 
V. That bythe Exportation of one Packof Wooll Unmanufattu- 
red; we loſe of what otherwiſe would be gained before Exported 
100.1.and it's affirmed by ſome 200/,by the E xportation and Im- 
provement of the proautt Imported, "i 
VI, The Evil conſequences of lofing our Trade, which is ſo neceſ- 
ſary, and excellent ty any Kingdom. Of the Craft of the 
French by their Modes, and the Folly of our Engliſh in fol- 
lowing, 6 
YII, The Advantage the French have of us mm the Cheapneſ's of 
their Manufaitors ,, andof what Evil conſequence it is to us, e- 
ſpecially to the Farmer, and Graſier,, and indeed to all , and 
then by conſequence , to the Nobility and Gentry in their 
Rents, 7.and $, 
VIII. The ſad Conſequences to the Poor and Needy, and indeed to 
all ,, for it makes all ( or moſt all ) poor, and ſo much the more, . 
where T rades bave been greateſt, and fail, there muſt be much 
Miſery follow in thoſe places, 8. 
IK, By all which, there ts reaſon to believe,that Wooll, if it be con- 
tinued to be T ranſported, may be brought to the ſame price it 
was formerly, to 6 d, per pound, i muſt unavoidably follow, all 
circumſtances conſidered, 8 andg. 
X. That by the Loſs of Trade, which is by Exportation of Wool, 
the Farmers loſs in the price of Beef, Mutton, and Corn, 1s and 
uy be three or four Fold the worth of a Pack of Wooll ;, and 
hence it is, that there are ſo many Farmers, and Grafiers un« 
done,and more ,unavoidably will follow ,if not rimely prevented, as 
at large appeareth, 9. and 10, 
NI. Some Notes colleed out of Sir Walter Rawleighs Obſey- 
vations, to confirm thoſe Aſſertions, about Gloath Tranſ- 
ported Rough ; and only for want of Dreſſing and Dying, there 
was Loſs to the Merchant and Labourers im 55. Years, above 
20. Millions, beſides the Leſs, for want of increaſing of our 
Shipping, and aiſo the King in his Cuftomes, many Thou- 
ſand pounds per annum, 11. and 12, 
XII. That by the Harmonious content and pleaſure ( one in another) 
is Trade, all degrees are Employed, Enriched, or both ; and the 
Evil 
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Evil conſequences of Poverty and Fleneſs diſcover*d,Page13.14 


XIII. The Loſs is one Million per annum, by the Exportation of 
Wooll ; but I muſt enlarge ,and add T wo Millions per annum, for 
the Augmentation of the quantity of Wooll, as in page the $th. in 
which his Majeſties Dammage cannot be leſs than One hundred 
thouſand pounds per annum, | I5. 

XIV. The methods of the evil Practice, and Craft, and Confe- 
deracy in many corrupt Office,&c. 44 at large appeareth, in 


16, 17. 18, 21.22, 


XV. Diſconragements for any Perſon to endeavour the Proſecu- 
tion of ſuch evil Prattices, 18.and 19. 
XVI.T he Encouragements of Tranſporters(from their own mouths) 
as well as Experience by compoſition : ( for what can other- 
wiſe be expected, if the Laws be never ſo Penal,and not duly exe- 
cuted, which doubtleſs in ſuch a weighty Affair, as ſcarce any 
thing greater ; and therefore by "8s ſuch Compounaers 
deſerve greater puniſhment than ſome Tranſperters,) 19.20. 
XVII. An Abridgment of thoſe Alts in force, Enatted by this 


reſent Parliament, 23.24. 25, 26. 27. 28. 29. 
XVIII. Remedies humbly offered as a Supplement to thoſe former 
Alts, 29. 30. and 31, 


XIX. Of Regulating the Manufail nring the ſaid Wools upon 
ſeveral Gonſiderations , and principally about Apprentiſbips 3 
Reaſons given for that, and ſome Objeits anſwered, 

23.t0 36. 

XX, Some things added about the craft of the Dutch Nacinl ed 
the advantage they have got ,, and of their Dreſſing and Dy- 
ing of Engliſh Cloath, as in the page 11, and alſo the Loſs 
to England in the Fiſhing, which are many Millions, . be- 
ſides the Loſs in Navigation; all which at firſt was by little 
«nd little, &c. 37 tO the end, 
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P*E5 line 4. for 60. read go. and1. 17. for 123. r. 120; 
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get, p. 29, 1. 22. for 23.and 27, r, 22,37. p. 36. I. 25. for 45 
r. 4nd, 
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The great Loſs and Damage to ENG- 


LAND, by the Tranſportation of 
W OOLL to Forreign Parts. 


Here is no King nor Prince in the World, known 
SN by experience or upon Record * WF hath ſuch) 
W 3 means to ſupport their Splendour and Greatnels 
as his Majetty of Great Brztain; nor has any 
= Country or Nation ſuch variety of Staple-Com- 

83 modit:es within it ſelf, and in ſuch abundance, as 
PERS SY hath the Kingdom of England : So that if thoſe 
Advantages were duly improved, England might be a general 
Mart for the whole World , and then by conſequence be the Glo- 
ry thereof, That thoſe Advantages are not improved is t00 t00 
obvious to all that took mto N, By the*ſoreComplainrs that*are 
frequently made of the great Poverty, and decay thereof; And 
indeed ( which is worſt of all) by that general deſperation of 
Spirit, which will not put forth a handto help, ſupport, or pre- 
vent the Total defolation of our Country, upon a prepoſſeſt Opi- * 
nion, that all Endeavours will be rendred Fruitieſs and Abor- 
tive. / | 
The Conſideration whereof, hath greatly prompted me (who 
mult confeſs my ſelf the meanett of thouſands, more concerned } 
'0 uſe the utmoſt of my little $kill and unwcaried diligence 
( though but as the Woman's Mite ) to the right management of 
ſo great an Undertaking, that the rhreatned Ruine of all may be 
prevented, and ( if poſlible ) ſome good part of that which is 
Loſt may be recovered. I ſhall confine my ſelf to thoſe things 
only whereof I have had not only credible Information, bur a 
conliderable ( though a ſad ) experimental knowledge; and in 2 
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more 


(2) 
more particular and eſpecial manner, that of the ManufaQure of 
Wooll in Ergland,which, among[{t Many, 1s a: Richeſt Treaſure 
in his Majelties Dominions, the flower, {trengrth,and ſinews of 
this Nation; a Band uniting the People into Societies for their 
own Utility : It is the Milk and Honey to the Grazier and Coun- 
try Farmer, the Gold and Spices of the Eaſt and Weſt 1ndtes,to 
the Merchant, and Citizens ; the continued ſupply of Bread to 
the Poor 3 and, in a word,the Exchequer of Weaith, and Staple 
of ProteRion to the whole, both abroad and at home; and there- 
fore of fill merit to be had in perpetual reniembrance, defence, 
and encouragement, for the moſt advantageous Improvements 
thereof, 

The IVool of England( before it was manufatured within it 
ſelf ) was always 0! great account and eſteem abroad, ſufficiently 
teſtified unto, by the grear amity which it bepar, and tor many 
hundred years ( unviolably ) maintained, between the Kings of 
England, and Dukes of Burgundy, only from the great bencfit. » 
that C from that Commodity ) did accrew to that People : inſg,” 
much, rhat the Eng/:ſh Wools,they received at 64.per Pound,they 
returned again ( through their Indultriou> Manufacture thereof ) 
in Cloath at 1G s. per Yard, to the great inriching of that State, 
both in the advancement of the Revenues of their Soveraign, and 
in a full employment ( thereby ) continued amorg the People ; 
whereby the Merchants of this Nation were occationed, ( as a 
People unwilling to be wholly diſpriviledged of ſo great a bene- 
fir ) to tranſport themſelves ( with their Families, in great num- 
bers) into Flanders, from whence they held a conſtant Com- 
merce with moſt parts of the World. This continued without In- 
termiſſion, between England and Burgundy, until King Edward 
the 34d. made his mighty Tonqueit over France and Scotland , and 
as a {utable mmprovement of ſo great a mercy, did wiſely projc, 
and alſo accompliſh, the manufacture of Wools within the Bowels 
of this Kingdom, to the great inriching of his own People, and 
alſo to the peopling of his new Conquered Dominions, -The 
memory of whoſe wiſdome and care for his People , is wor- 
wy to be had in Remembrance by Exgl:ſh Men, unto the Worlds 
end. 

The ſaid King having thus ſctled the manufacture of Weols with- 
nora "Ms 


in the Kingdome of England, confined it by a penal.State, which 
C at firſt ) reached not only to Goods, Chattels, and Lands, bur 
alſo ro Members, and Life it ſelf; but, in a ſhort time, repeal- 
ed the two latter thereof, continuing the other in its full force ro 
remain to future Generations : Which exceeding- great advan- 
tage tothe propriety of the Engliſh Trade, hath now cominued 
this Three Hundred years, by the vigilancy of the Kingdoms 
Monarchs, and the protection of its Laws, in the continued care- 
ful execution thereof upon Offenders, with more than a little di- 
ligence, to provide againſt rhe rhiriting deſires of Foreiners to 
wreit this Nations Priviledge ( of ſo great a moment ) out of 
Engliſh hands ; which by the providence of God (. through the 
care of our Anceſtors ) has been ( for many Ages ) enjoyed by 
the Nation, as it 1s indeed its proper right, But ſo it is,that (for 
ſome years paſt ) the diligence of Foreiners to enrich themſelves 
upon us, has ſo much exceeded our care to preſerve our ſelves, 
that .it's now come to , if not beyond, a queſtion, Who have. 
the- greateſt benefit of the manufaRture of Engliſh Wools, They 
who have no Right unto it, or, They to whom of Right it doth 

belong ? OT : 
: Ther this is indeed ſo, will appear, by conſidering that nor 
only Holland, Flanders, and Zealand have long ſucked the ſweet - 
neſs of the Sinews of our Trade ; but France is likewiſe learning 
to be too hard for us, as is manifeſt by the great quantities of 
Wools,that{ of late years) have been Tranſported from England 
and Jrelandthither. How injurious it muſt be to us is alſo unque- 
Aionable,if we conſider the conſequence thereof, which was(with= 
out queſtion |) much in the eye of our Anceſtors, as appears by 
what is above hinted in Edward the 3ds. time,and in ſeveral Kings 

Reigns ſince. "ld + | 

/ Every Pack-of Woall ſent to Fraxce, doth prevent us ( not on- 
ly ) of the benefit of the manufacture thereof, bur of two Packs 
more beſides it ſelf, viz, Thus, It being Combing, and Combed 
Wooll ( for the moſt part Yexported thither, The French { baving 
no Wools of their own, but ſuch as are very coarſe ) ate not able 
to make Cloth, or fine Stuffs, Without rhe conjunction oF'ours 
-zherewitbal:; there being none (-ta.my beſt fnfornatian:). in all 
the'World fit for that purpoſe ( but ours only ) excepr}in North- 
* 1 "i A 2 eo Holland, 


Holland, f and that a ſmall quantity of fine Worſted Wool; all 0s 


Ne 


ther being likewiſe coarſe,but Spaniſh Woo?., and that. much too 


fine, eſpecially for worſted Stuffs, and not: in any wiſe fit for 
Combing ; ſo that without Engliſh or Iriſh Vool;, there can be 
no quantity of fine worſted Stufts, nor a middle fort of Cloth 
made in the whole World. Neither will any Wools be all mixt to- 
gether, but Engliſh and Sparsſh ( for Cloth only ), becauſe the 
Spaniſh is withthe Engliſh.of one nature ; being formerly Eng- 
iſh Sheep, though now much finer for the: alteration of the Cli- 
mate, and the nature ofthe Land whereon it is fed, as by good 


Experience appearerh here in Erzland,both near:and at a turther - 


dittance, 
Wherefore the Exportation of Engliſh Wools into France,muſt 


of necelfity be- greatly prejud:cial ro this Nation; not only in the | 


quantity ſent over, but alſo-in the advantage which is thereby gi- 


ven to them to manufafture a double portion of their Woof, 
( which ( formerly ) was lntle worth ) into ſuch commodities as 


ſpoils us of the advantages of our proper Trades, not only thither, 
but alſo into. other parts, v7. in thele three Reſpedts. 

Firſt, The Combed of the Engliſh Weoll makes Wooff fof the 
Warps of the French Woof ( or rather of the Turkey Sheep:) and 
ſo takes up ( it may be) as much as the quantity above ſpecified, 
to:every Pack of Englifh Woot, without which they can ( only ) 
with their Wool, make Ruggs, and at the belt, Cloth for Sex-men, 
and the like, 

24ly. Their Combings or Pinnions, viJ, the ſhort pool that's 
combed our of the Worited ſerves for ther Linnen warp to make 
ſome of their Drugpets, becauſe their Linnen being fine ſpun, and 
coloured, is not diſcernable to all perſons,to be that we call Zazſiee 
Wolfe. | | NY 
os The fineſt ſhort Engliſh Wooll is mixed with the loweſt 
of Spaniſh Wooll , called ſhort Wool, for ſome of their beſt 
Druggets, that' is wove upon worited Chanies; and alfo for 
a middle fort of Broad-cloth about 10 5s, or 125. per Yard. This 
is the cauſe, I judge, that ſhort Spaniſh Wool is fo ſcarce here jn 
England. | 

Now if we conſider theſethings together, the daminage of ex- 
porting of- one Pack from Englayd to France at abour av. ” 
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421, Sterling; preventing the manufaRuring of two Packs more 
in Ezgland, which would be worth 100. Erglands 1oſs ( inthe 
. whole ) by the exportation of one Pack of Woot can be little lets 
than 60/, It. being generally combing-IWoel(as before hinted )that 
is exported to Fraznce,which makes Worſted, Stuff-,and Stockins : 
and beſides the advamage given them ( as above aſſerted ) by one 
Pack of rough Woll, it's obvious to all ManufaRurers, that a 
Pack of Worited ( or Cumved ) /youll, worth 20/7, at 12 ſcore 
co the Pack, which is 20 4d. per Pound, and to make it more eafie 
ro. gvery orginary capacity ; that in Stockins ( tg ſpeak within 
eompals ).A Pound. of fine IVooZ would mike at leaſt two pair of 
Hoſe,worth 55. a-pair,that is 10 s.per Pound of Woul, or reckon 
thus, to ordinary Hoſe, thrce pair to a Pound of I/coll at 3s. 4.4. 
per pair, com? to the ſame ium, and 12 ſcore Pound or Ieel/ 
making a Pack, ſo many pence for the Pound of Wooll, fo many 
Pounds for the Pack, and a Pack of Wooll making 489 pair of 
Hoſe : which 12 ſcore Angels, being caſt up, is 123 {. without any 
reſpe& given to the advantage given them in rough Woall, as be- 
\ foreaflerted. a 

This, an inſtancefor all , moreover, I: #s firſt exportation, 
conſidering the Cuſtome when it is imported ; the aiodudt of all 
theſe Charges augmenting the 1001, when ſold there, laid our 
in another Commoduy beyond $ea , the Cuſtom thereof being 
paid there, with Frait and Cuſtom ( when imported) in Fng- 
land, in's. much if it do not more than double the. fiift princi- 
pal. 

Now. if ſo begthat the exportation of one Pack of Englzſh Woo!, 
exported at 101. 0r 12/,-be neer 200.1. dammage to the King and 
Kingdom in general, by the conſequence ; What will be the. loſs of 
exporting. 19. or 15. Thouſand Packs into F, ance, befides-many 
ro other parts (-in two years time} is eaſily accounted ( by ſuch } 
as are concerned in theſe Aﬀairs : and although this Eyil is almott 
incredible to many, yet it is too manitelt, to. ſuch as have made it 
( ſomerhing ) their buſineſs ro enquire into it 3. and nor only fo, 
but theſe Pither Inconveniencies mult ( by this, means )/ arrſe 
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'Firft, The ſpoyling of our Trade with France in all our Wot- 
len manufaRure, as doth already appear by the Impoſt put upon 
the ſame there, from 20 to 4o per cert, fince the great quantity 
of our Wools is exported thither,whereunto woful experience may 


| bea ſufficient witneſs. | 

And ſecondly, In time it will capacitate the French as well 
as the Dutch, ( if not much better ) to under-ſell our Enp- 
liſh Merchants in Forreign Parts, nay( poſlibly ) in our own 
Country, To this, I ſhall only mention the words of a Merchant 
in Flanders, by Letters to another here, treating gf this matter 
thus: We Engliſh have our Throats cut, with our own Weapons ; 
wondering at the ſtupidity of the Engliſh here, that they ſhould 0- 
rait, to poſſeſs the Kino*s Majeſty with this deplorable and danger- 
ous Caſe, im reſpett to the preſent ana future Incenveniences there - 
of. By reaſon whereof, as in time the French will not onlypre- 
vent our Engliſh manufatures to be fold in France, bur alſo 
bring theirs into E-gland, and ſell them for four times the value 


here, to the great Inriching of themſelves, and the Impoverithing 
the Engliſh,only by new fantaſtick Fopperies; for which the Eng- : 


liſh pay not lefs than ſome Hundred Thouſands in a Year, to get 
themſelves into the French Aoae. 

So much indeed, have we been deceived-{ in this matter ) to 
our ſhame, as well as to our apparent lofs; that,whereas in time 
of the Late War with the Dutch and French, thoſe French Drug. 
Sets were thereby much prevented, many Engliſh Striped broad 
Cloths rent throygh into three parts ( about 10s, per yard, 
price) being put into the form of French Druggets, wereſold in 
each part at $ 5. per yard, and ſo inthe whole came to 17, 4s. pey 
yard : So likewile it is certainly true, that many of thoſe Drug. 
ers made in England, do go for French,and in order thereunto, 
direRted to French Men in ſome of our Southern parts ( from 
thence been conveighed into London, and there ſold for French 
Goods ) to have coloured the buſineſs with the Cuſtom-houſe 
Officers, to fave the Cuſtom of 'French Druggers : And this 
'iptc have continued long} befove the:Cheat bad been diſcove- 
_ : but being once found out by the Clothier ( who could not 
(to: his own private advatitage ) conceal ſuch an apparent injury 
to his Country ) it was ſoon prevented ; This I bad an Experi- 
mental 
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mental knowledg of, for the Merchant beſpoke the ſame Goods 0 
me. When I underſtood his end, I did refuſe to make the faid * 
Druggets that he deſired me to make ; whereby we may come to 
ſee ( with clearneſs ) the advantage that that people makes npon 
our Engliſh fancies, by over- ſelling us in the ſame kind of Com- 
modities that they make out of our Engl:ſh Wools, joyned ( as 
before-minded) with their own ;, having alſo an advantage there- 
unto, by the cheapneſs of the ManufaQtors thereof, beyond what 
we can do; the French being very populous, and living barder 
than wecan in England, as is evident by their Linnens, that, pay- 
ine Fra:t and Cuſtom, with profit to the Merchant, yet can be 
aftrded cheaper than can be made in England, 

But fo it 1+, that the advantage we give them, beſides in the 
mixtures of our Wools with theirs, 1s ſuch, thar, whereas, their 
Wool of it fel? 1s nof worch 4 | per Pack, being mixed with ours, 
becomes to fit tor Worſted Stifts, as that it comes to be worth 
no leſs than 124. per Pack. So thar,all theſe things conſ1dered, it 
becomes obviou to ece-ry Eve, (that doth not ( wilfully ) cloſe 
it ſelf ) that ihe exportatio 07 +/ols from England and Ireland is 
of a dangerons and deft. f41c Nature to the very being of the 
Trade 0 t'is Kinzdon. What exe: ObjeRions bave been made 
thereumo C{ wit? r-/,.& to the Graziters preſent advantage ) 
whoſe loſs wa, polliviy ve ſuppoſed C by prohibiting exportati= - 
on ) to be abort *O 5 -n every Pack of }Yooll that is fo exported 2 
In anſwer wie! c: iv, I bave this rofſay; That,though it may be 
Sranted,it will be ſo ior a time in this particular Commodity z yet 
ſuch w*ll ( thereby ) be che ſpoyl of the General Trade of the Na- 
tion, that what is gotten in one, will be loſt in every other Com- 
modity, as Corn, Beefs, and Muttons , on each of which with 
the Woels, the Graziers and Farmers advantage doth much more 
than equally depend , belides the inevitable danger of the ruine of 
our Trade, and ſo conſequently, the ſtarving of our Poor,with- 
out ſome extraordinary means for their ſupport; who while the 
priviledge of our Trade is kept inviolate with other Nations , we 
have Money plentifully tro expend for the advancement of the 
Farmers and the Graziers , for that ts that which chiefly advan- 
ceth the Farmer and the Grazier, which is Fleſh and Corn,and not 


the quantity of Wooll, as will afterwards more fully appear. F 
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And it bath always been obſerved ( informer times ) hicherto, 
' that when the Clothiers have had the beſt Trade at Lond, the 
Farmer did not loſe his ſhare in the advantage thereof in the 
Country ; according to the diſpoſe of Providence, Who hath 
ordered Nations, but more eſpecially, the People of every Na- 
tion ( in matters of this kind ) to depend upon each other, and ſo 
to tile and fall rogether, as they are deligned, either to Mercy 
or to Judgment, by the hand of God. 

Theſe things confidered, with a little deliberation, i will ma- 
 nifeltly appear, that the exporting of our Engliſh Wook, will not 
only prove the {poyl of our Merchants and-Clothiers Trade, and 
ſo conſequeruiy expoſe the Poor to deſperate ſtraits for ſub fiſtence, 
but in ſhort time muft of neceſlity make the Country mens em- 
ployment ( of every kind) to come to little, and to make them 
.uncapable of paying Rent. 

For if it be fo, that,while we have a little Trade, we can hard- 
ly live one by another ; What may be expected, if our Trade 
ſhould be taken away ? Which is now in more danger by the 
French, than it hath been this 300 years paſt. And then we may 
conlider,what the price of Wooll may be in England, when we by 
our remiſneſs have loſt our Trade, by the skill and circumventing 
practices of Foreiners, and we helping forwards for a ſuppoſed 
profit ; Forthere was not more art and «kill in our Anceſtors, to 
brins home the work at firſt to the Wool, and prohibiting the 
exportation thereof, and ſetling the .manufaQuring in England, 
than is now to export the Materials manuf-Qared, The neceſſa- 
ry conſequenee thereof, will be to bring the Price of Wool ( as it 
T7425 3OO years agon, when moſt was exported) to be 64. a 
Pound, as appears in a little Piece, called, The Golden Fleece, 
( written by J/.$.Gent.) inthe Year,-- 56. Although the Cloth 
tnen made in Flanders of our Woeell at 6 4. per Pound, was Told 
here in England at 10 5s, per Yard; when at this day Cloth made 
in England of Wooll at 12 4. per Pound, wil hardly yield 7 s, per 
Yard, which is above 3o per Cent, worſe to the Engliſh Trade 
now, than it was to the Flemmimgs forrherly. 

And though for the preſent, the price of Wool! be riſen by 1s 
exportation, yet if the quantity lately exported ( being no leſs 
than 20 Thouſand Packs ) had been Kept in Enoland, the quantity 
if 


© Ffndt Ten thouſand Packs more would in time; have been expor- 
ted in the particular manufaCtures, 'For if the Woolls was not ex- 
-ported to thoſe places beyond the Seas, there to. be manufaQtured, 
they muſt of neceſliry have our Woollen manufaQure, and then 
could not have thoſe advantages ( as before hinted) by our Woots, 
ro improve the French Wool, and ſhort Spaniſh Wool, and their 
Gneddia Linnens. . | | | 
By all which, it'is ſo obvious, that in time to come, the Wool - 
in Evgland would be much cheaper; becauſe by the aforeſaid 
means, leſs Woof would be uſed in £2gland, and beſides thar 
which would be uſed, the manufafture would be ſo low, that it 
could not bear up any price( as is begun already in Fraxce, and 
will ſuddenly follow here in Exgland) for it is generally reported, 
that Wooll is as cheap in France at this Day, as it is in ſome parts 
where it is uſed in England. And if it be ſo now, what in reaſon can 
" be expeted,as the effets of theſe two things ? viz, The firſt,when 7 
the great quantity that is lately exported to France, .with thoſe 
three Additions before hinted, that the Twenty thouſand Packs 
helps-ro work out, and eſpecially moſt making Worſted Stuffs, 
which goes as far by that means as forty Thouſand Packs of Wool 
would if uſed in. England, becauſe it would be made more into ſub- 
{tantial Cloaths, which conſums more Wool, than thoſe light and 
* thin Stuffs do : which is a ſufficient Anſwer to that ObjeRion, that 
the great quantity of any Commodity, that is exported, makes 
a ſcarcity, and ſoconſequently raiſe its price : the which Imuft 
confeſs, if it was a conſamptive Commodity, bur it is quite contra- 
ry in this. For as our experience is, when the Wool was all u- 
ſed in England, ( or very little exported ) the Woo/l was then at 
18 4. per Pound, and when all or the greateſt part was exported, 
it was at 6 d. per Pound. . 

The wiſe Man faith, What is, bath been ; and, what hath beer; 
714y be again ;, and ſo no new thing. 

I ſhall make a ſhort Review of the Graziers and Farmers pre- 
ſent loſs : In the greateſt Commodity, which pays his Rent, as 
was formerly hinted. Suppoſe ( through want of Trade) Mut- 
ton be ſold at 6 4. per Quarter the leſs, ( which is but little ) be- 
ing 2 5. per Sheep, and there being ſome Sheep that 100, will pro- 
duce a Pack of Woo} (though ſome - ) that comes to 104, _ 
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is the worth of the Pack of Woot, { and ſo proportionably-as tg 
the Beefs )which is wholly loſt to the Grazlter. 

And for the Corn ( as I ſuppoſe ) there may be about 506 1s, 
worth, ( as far as I can judge in my Travels, to One Hundred 
Sheep throughout the Nation, which for want of a Trade, it may 
not ( at ſome ſeaſons ) come to Thirty or Forty at moſt, and if a 
Sood Trade, it'may,be worth Sixty or Seventy, by which means, 
1t may ealily be demonſtrated, how the Farmers come to be im- 
poverithed. 

For the advantage of the Tenant conſiſts in the advance of the 
greateft Commodity that payes his Rent, which is not in Wool, . 
but in Corn, Mutton and Beefs, and it is a neceſlary conſequence. 
That there being ſo many thouſand Families depending upon the 
Cloathing Trade ( as was before hinted) that was initrumental to 
advance the price of the Corn, &c, That where-ever Trade is, 
there People are moſt populous, and when thoſe perſons are de- 
prived of their Trade, depending wholly upon it, they mult un. 
avoidably come to the Pariſhes, which 15s in many places begun 
already, and Djily encreaſed and feared in time, will ſo increaſe, 
that the Poor will be expeing more than there will be to con- 
tribute to them. Although it be a Degreſlion, yet ſuffer an in- 
ſtance of one Pariſh ; that when there was but ſome obſtrufion 
to their Trade, by the Late Sickneſs, and Datch War, the rate 
came for their Poor to Eight Hundred Pound Sterling in one 
Year, and I have been credibly informed, the Land to the ſaid 
Town, is not worth one Thouſand Pound per annum, and hapily 
one fifth part the dearer, becauſe. of the Trade, as it is in all 
Cities, or Towns of Trade; than what can reaſonably be judged, 
when'the Trade from ſuch a Town is whollv toſt, as is already 
in ſome parts in this Nation, 

To return to the Farmer, as beins the. emediate Perſon in this 
bufineſs, from hence may be concluded, that the Farmers Los 
for want of Trade, is fourfold greater then can be the advantage 
of the fale to the tranſporter of }/-oll, by { the exportation 
thereof unmanufaRured, ) | Bets 

I ſhall now endeavour to give ſome particular account how al! 
are concerned ; And before I do this, give me leave to inlert the 


Obſervation of a worthy Author Sir Walter Rawleip» , "_ 
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(11) | 
faith, That, then which was in King James's Reign, about four 
ſcore thenſana undre ſb and undyed Cloaths yearly were T ranſported: 
whereby it was evident, that the Kingdom hath been yearly de- 
prived of about four Hundred Thouſand Pounds, which in fifty five 
years 1s near T wenty Mulions, that would have begn gained by the 
Labour of Por Workanen in that time, which theMerchants gains for 
bringing 11 aying Stuj's, and returns of Cloaths dreſt and dyed,” 
with other benefits to the Realm, beſides exceeding enlarging of 
T riffick, and increaſe of $ 11ps and Mariners, 

There would have been gained in that time, about three Milli- 
05 by increſe of Cuſtoms upon Commedities returned for Cloaths 
drejt and dyed, and for dymg” Stuffs which wouli have been more 
plentif L7 at ought in and uſed for the ſame, | 

There hath been alſo tranſported in that time yearly, by Bayes, 
Northern and Devonſhire Kerzyes White , about Fifry Thou- 
ſand Cloaths, caunting three Kerzyes to a Cloath , whereby 
hath been loſt above Frve Millions by thoſe ſorts of Cloaths, in that 
time which would, have come to Poor Workemen for their La- 
bour, with Cuſtoms for dying Stuffs, and the Peoples profit for 
bringing them im with returns of other Commodities and Fraights 
for Shipping. 

Bayes are Tranſperted white into Amſterdam, and being there 
ayed and dre ſt. AY ſhipped 19to Spain, Porcugal, and other King - 
doms, where they are ſola in the name of Flemiſh Bayes, ſetting 
their own T own Seals upon them ;, ſo that we loſe the very name of 
our Home-bred Commodities, and other Countries get the Repu- 
tation and Credit thereof, Lamentable it is, that this Land ſhould 
be deprived of 7 many above-mentioned e Millions, as that our 
Native Commodities of Cloath, ordained of God for the natural 
Snbjetts, being ſo Royal and Rich in it ſelf, ſhould be driven to ſo 
ſmall advantage of Reputacion and Profit to your Majeſty and 
People, and ſo much improved and intercepted by Strangers 3 con- 
fidering that God hath enabled and given your Majeſty power to 
advance dreſſing and dying, ard Tranſporting all your Gleaths with- 
ina year or two : I ſpeak it knowingly, to ſhew how it may be done 
laudibly, lawfully, and approved to be honourable, feaſeable, and 
profitable. | 

He obſerves alſo the increaſe of his Majeſties Cuſtoms,by bring - 
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in0 in-aud ſpending of dying Stuffs, as alſo ſtrength im Shipping ang 
yk fo =- SR, of Poor on work; We noting, = oy the 
Low- Countries, where theſe Cloaths are areſi. and dyed,they ftretch 
them to ſuch unreaſonable length, contrary to our Law, that they 
prevent and foreſtale our Markgts, and croſs the Juſt prohibition of 
aur State and Realm, by their A gents,and Factors, lying in divers 
places with onr own Cloaths, to the great decay of this Kingaome 11 
general, and diſcredit to our Cloaths in particular, A gain,he adds, 
that if the accounts were truly known, it would be found that they 
makg net. elear profit only by Clot2 Tranſported rough, undreſt, 
and undyea, YJixty Thouſand Pounas a Year, but it is moſt 
apparent your Majeſty , in your Cuſtoms, your Merchants in 
their Sales and Prizes, ;, your Subjetts wn their Labours, for lack of 
dreſſing and dying ; your Ships and Mariners in not bringing 17 of 
dying Stuffs, ſpenamg of Alum ( if not Copperas ) are hmared 
yearly near a Million of Pounds : So that Traae 1s driven to that 
great hinderance of your Majeſty and People, by permitting your 
Native Commodities to paſs rough, undreſt and undyed, Thus Sir 
Walter Rawleigh. 

Now if it was thus with England ſo _ agoe, when the Wooll 
was ſpun and made here into ſubſtantial Cloth , and that for 
want only of dreſſing and dying, many Millions were loſt to the 
King and Kingdom ; Whar then hath been the loſs by ſo many 
thouſand Packs of Wooll exported (without any improvement, 
eſpecially that to France, the conſequence of which, is more pre= 
judicial ( as hath been demonſtrated ) than can be imagined ( ac- 
counting but one Hundred Pounds dammage by ene Pack of 
Wooll, ) of which there are not leſs than ten thouſand yearly, if 
not much more exported, by which there is dammage a Million. 
of pounds ſterling, yearly to this Kingdome, ( beſides the ſuffer- 
ing of the Poor for want of Imployment ) out of which his Ma- 
-eflies dammage cannot be leſs than one Hundred thouſand Pound 
yearly : The leſſening of Shipping, and diſcouragement of Mari= 
ners ; the Walls of this Kingdom hereby deſerve alſo to-be conſt= 
dered-. 

Next then to hs Majeſties loſs, is that of the Merchant and 
Cloathier ; after which muſt follow detriment to all other per- 
fons depending on Trade, there being ſuch a Com—_—_ 
"LS | — 5 249 =” Tuan: 


(13) 

Trades One to another, and the whole of Trade being enlarged 
by the abounding of Laborious People. Thoſe fapply the-Far- 
mers and Graziers with money, for to ſupply the Gentry. They 
again ſcatter it amongſt the Tradeſmen, as may be witneffed by 
the building of the City of Londen, how Proviſion and all Con- 
ſumptive goods are advanced by it : by which circulation all de- 
grees are either imployed, enriched, or both ; and hence na- 
naturally comes Content, Harmony,and Pleaſure,one in another 
the Poor eng by Imploymeri delivered from fear of want, . the 
Gentry, Merchant,and Tradeſmen,by the eſtabliſhment of Trade 
therein. This rationally is the ſtrength of 2ny People, Poverty 
and Idleneſs bring their Shame and Ruine, which would unavoid- 
ably follow want of Trade. And fo much the more where the 
createſt Trade hath been , if it fails, the greater Poverty is and 
will be, And to inſtance, as here, in Londoyx, the Trade in Pro- 
viſion is the more, ſo by Conſequence it muſt be dear, and ſo beſt 
for all; ſo of the other hand, if the City ſhould be forced to 
keep ſo many thouſands, when all their work is done, as is now in 
the Building, it would be a great burden : ſo the caſe is in Eng- 
tand in this particular, where great Trade have been formerly 
kept, and drawn ſeveral Families thither, and have raiſed Com- 
modities there ; but when it fails, it is a miſerable {tate and con- 
dition thoſe places are in. To return, in ſhort there is ſuch Con- 
nextion and Dependancy one upon another in England, that if 
one fail, all the reſt more or leſs, either more near, or remotely 
are concerned ; as inthe natural body, when any Member fails, 
the whole ſuffers thereby ; and as all Trades and Degrees of men 
may ſuffer by one failing in Trades, and in none more proba» 
bly. Iwill fay then this of Wooll,as Merchants, Articificers, Far- 
mers, Sea-men, Fiſher-men, being the people, which by their ſtudy 
and labour do principaly, if not only bring in, or give occaſion 
rothe bringing in of Wealth to the Nation, and other kind of 
people (viz.) Nobilty, Gentry, Lawyers, Phyſicians, Schollars of 
all ſorts z Shop-keepers are they that receive from theſe, and di- 
{tribute it again, and all are conſequently concerned in this rich 
Treaſure of Wooll, becauſe this being a ManufaQure at home, 
ſets more hands at work than half che Nation, ns 
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May I not with modeſty and within Compaſs, ſay three parts 
of Laborious and Induſtrious People ? Conſidering that moſt of 
the Shipping 15 imployed 1n this Aﬀair, and alto ſo many Trades 
that depend immediately upon this of Cloathins, that moſt of o- 
ther Trades are but for Proviſion, either 13 Food or Convenien- 
cies for Cloathins : and ſo from his Majeſty to the meaneſt, all 
are more or leſs concerned , The King moſily ; not only in thar 
his People are by that molt imployed and provided for, (nor in 
that ſuch a Staple Trade, the like whereunto the World hath not 
maintained with ſo good Advantage; ) but becauſe fo great a 
Revenue comes dire&ly into hm upon the Trade, occaſioned 
thereby : Thus as the King gain , ©" {uftt:rs moſt, ſo the perſons 
that have th&greare{KF icate- | 25, and ſo all proportion- 
able ro the Beggar. And 2\'» © ering that an accuſtomary 
thing begets ſuch an habir rl:a: :-!14 0 reduce; as in our rough 
and undreſt Cloath to HolLn! f{- it will be with all our Manyu- 
fatures in Fraxce ; nay 1 am iniormed that the French hath not 
only impoſed a great Tax upon our Woollen Manufactures, from 
twenty to fourty per cert, but have allo ( as 1s affirmed, beſides 
that their Impolition ) ablolutely prohibited our Cloaths coming 
there, Iam the more large in the Demonſtration of this affair, 
not only becauſe this hath coſt me many years labour and ſtudy 


to conſult all ſorts of concerned perions, beſides mine own ex- 


perience about it ; nor becauſe it is fo hard ro convince people of 
the meaneſt capacity, but ſome of the wiſer ſort, how to cure this 
diſmal malady : which ſome deſpairing of, have rather thoughts 
of ſetting up ſome other Manufacture (in Lieu of endeavours to 
prevent the exportation of Wooll and Manufacturing of that at 
home, looking thereon as a thing not to be overcome,) as that of 
Linnens in ſome capable parts of England, and a better improve- 
ment in the produ& of Forreign Plantations, which may alſo be 
ſet upon together herewith as an Addition ; ſo as ſeveral ſorts of 
Perſons maybe ſet better on work,not capable of this employment, 
and yet no prejudice to this of Cloathing : For all other Coun- 
tries have the Advantage of England, or are cqualto us in other 
ManufaQures proper to their Countries, but not in this of Cloath- 
ing : and it will be found that all Trades in England, wholly di- 


{tin& from this of Cloathing, bring not the tythe of Advantage 


thar this doth, - Lince 


Since men cannot rationally believe the effeRs to be greater than 
the cauſe, the moſt of other ManufaQtures either is in being, 
or brought to uſe, by the ManufaQtures of Wooll ; even from 
. the Farmer to the Merchant, all are concerned in this of Wook ; 
as may hereafter more appear, It now remains that we ſum 
up Enz2lands Loſs by the Exportation of our Wooll to Forreign 
Parts; not only in the Advantage we might have by the Manu- 
fafturins thereof, here in Ezgland, as formerly noted ; but alſo 
in the importing of Dutch Cloath, and more in French Manu- 
fattures, becaule England improves not their own Wools ; 
and of the humour of Engliſh people, in putting ſuch a value 
upon French Fancies, when themſelves are in a better capaci- 
ty, if improved, to produce the like, ,or better, and ſave the 


following Sums. 9) DJ 


1. One Million of Pounds Sterling yearly, in the Exportation 
of our Wooll. 


22, Five Hundred Thouſand Poundsin Rough Cloath, which is 
but half what Sir Walter Rawleigh obſerves in his time, * 


3.. Many Thouſands of Pounds by the Importins of Dutch and 
French Woollen Manufacuries. 


And laſtly, the evil conſequences thereof in looking our Ship- 
ping,which would be encouraged thereby,and are the ſtrength or 
Walls of our Kingdom, as more particularly doth appear here- 
after. 


Having now diſcovered the Dammage it is to England, in the 
tranſportation of Ioo!l from the King to the meaneſt, I ſhall 
endeavour alſo to diſcover the methods how it is done 3 
before I ſhall preſcribe a Remedy ( for it is not enough to know 
Diſtempers, eſpecially ſuch that are ſo, Conſumptive, ) it is re- 
quilite to know the Cauſe of theſe Diſtempers , or elſe the ſup- 
poled Remedies will in time come to be- a diſeaſe, as it is t00 
much in this caſe at this day in Eneland + Where the Cauſes are 
miſtaken, the Remedies are conſequently miſapplyed, mo . 

Diſealec 
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diſeaſe in ſuppoſition becomes one in Fa, the methods or 
ways of this evils are----Firſt,in Rumny- Marſh in Kent, where 
the greateſt part of rough Wool is exported from England, put 
aboard French Shallops by night, ten or twenty men well Armed 
ro guardit; ſomeother parts there are, as in Suſſex, Hampſhire, 
and Eſſex, the ſame merhods may be uſed, but not ſo conveni- 
ently. The ſame for Combed Wool! from Canterbury, they will 
carry it ten or fifreen miles at Night towards the Sea, with the 
like Guard as before , but for other parts it muſt be done partly 
by the Remiſneſs of the Officers of his Majeſties Cuſtoms, and 
eaſie Compoſition tor the Forfeitures of the Bonds, as more ſhall 


appear anon, 


And then for Combed Wooll in other Parts, ſome is Shipped off 
from London for Bales of Drapery , nay ſome at Lime, and alſo 
at Exon, where there is ten thouſand Pounds Sterling weekly laid 
out in the woollen Manufatury, which is moſt for Workmens 
Wages : I know no placeclearz and then another reaſon, why 
perſons are not deteRted,' is, becauſe all the Wools that have been 
raken in thoſe Parts, where mott hath been exported, have been 
ſuffered to $0 off at the ſame place after Judgments paſt, and by 
the Officers, tothe ſame Perſons at a low rate, being under rated 
to thoſe very men that intended to Ship it at.firit : fo that the e- 
vil is never like to be avoyded that way ; only that which is taken, 
happily may be a little the dearer, to keep the Trade going ; for 
I have enquired, and cannot underſtand, but of two parcels 
of Wooll that have been ſeaſed on in Kent , that have been 
uſed in Englai:d, but all ſent away, and fo his Majelties pro- 
vidence is-cheated,who keeps Servants at great Wages to prevent 
juch abuſes. 


And then another Cheat is under a pretence of Wooll from 
Hampton, to the Iſlands of Ferſey and Gernſcy, and ſometimes 
fr. other Parts which is againit che Law; for there 1s no Wooll 
to be exported to thoſe Iſlands, but only from Hampron,and that 
by Law (ſhould be by weight : but now it goes by groſs, by the 
Pack when it ſhould be weighed, but I believe not one Pack in 


Ten is weighed, for three Packs is put into one, Then from 
Irelana, 


Jreland, which is the greateſt miſchief of all to England, and 
much increaſed ſince the At was in force again{t Catrel, the /+ſþ 
IWooll can be ſold as cheap in France, Holland,and Flanders, as it is 
in thoſe Places where Wool is uſed in England, which is a great 
augumentation to us of prejudice for Foreiners to.have'our Wool! 
ſo cheap as we in England, having other Conveniencies to under- 
work us,as formerly hinted. The ways there muſt be by the care- 
leſnels of the Officers,in not taking ſolyant fecutity ard exaRtneſs 
in the weight of Wooll,and trne examination of the returns of their 
Certificates,and partly by eafie Compoſitions,if not before Bonds 
are forfeited, and happily much Combed Wool! there packt up as 
before, as Bales of Cloath, or Barrels of Beef, and Shiped as Iriſh 
Cloash ; and in all points ſo cunningly carriedzas they are ſeldom 
diſcovered, and never Sealed,as the Scatutes in that caſe made and 


provided, do {trialy require, 


Here ſee what W. $. ſaith : Now to ſhew you more particularly 
theſe abuſes, how the Laws are croſſed and daily obſtrutted to ſuch 
as endeavour to ſerve their Country, by ſuch as ought to encourage 
the Perſecutors ;, ſure there will be very many prattiſes of evil cou - 
fequents diſcovered, for firſt in the Cuſtom- Houſe, where Bonds 
are taken,to the intent that theſe prohibited Commodities paſs not by 
means of Mariners out of the Nation, but only from Port to Port 
for accomodation of ſuch Parts as want ſuch Commodities , they 
are very Remiſe ana careleſs in taking of the Sea-mens diſcharge of 
their Ovligatory Gonaitions ,, where alſo it is uſudt with the Sea- 
men to bring fraudulent Certificates,and ſo to cheat the Kings Provi- 
dence, who keeps Servants at great wages purpoſely to prevent ſuch 
abuſes; or if there be a regular return of ther Bonas, yet there is 
eommonly a fraudulency in grving them, for the Maſters of Ships 
will ſo continue their defigne, as he who is Maſter at giving the 

Bonds, and 1s legally bound, ſhall immediately paſs his Intereſt 
to another man, who taking charge of the Veſſel and Voyage, is 
notwithſtanding not engaged in the Poart Bond; and therefore, 
neither is he accountable for breach of their condition; Aga, 
when the Port- Bonds are jaſtly taken, and as juftly returned; yet to 
prevent the true and real aetettion of _ Offender, and to Sheds 

| ren 


+61 the legal Proſecutor, fame Friends of the O fender will ele» ap . 
I En a gan bn urpoſely fo hinder and divert + hrs and 

ſoon after will let the PS fall at hus pleaſure ;, nay, it hath 
been ſaid, and peradventure nt unjuſtly, that ſuch preventing In- 
formations have been antidated to the over-throw of the real Infor. 
mation ;, but when all is granted, and a full and formal hearm g,and 
decree paſſed to the juſt condemnation of the Offender : Yet wher 
Judgments and nquiries are granted, and ao without Errours of the 
Clarks, ( which us not always, ) impower the Sheriffs and their Ba- 
liffs to ſee Execution thereef made , it us fawnliar with thoſe O fi- 
cers-to return a.Non eſt inventus, or a Mortuus eſt, viz, Not to be 
found, or dead, even then when the Offenders and the O fficers have 
been known to have been drinking together, at that very time when 
the Writ ſhould have been executed, 


eAfter all this , one jtep farther will ſhew how Charity it ſelf a: 
ouſeth Fuaſtice ,, for let all the former Proceeangs be granted, and be 
candid, and clear, and that the Law be mated juſily and legally exe- 
cuted, the Offender in cuſtody, and nothing remaining z but that 
he honeſtly diſcharge himſelf with money, ſeemg Bail will not be ad- 
mitted; nevertheleſs Kpon 4 lamentable P etition, and urging a great 
charge of Children tothe Bench," the Offender 1s uſually admitted to 
compound for Ten in the Hunared, or leſs, when by his offence he 
hath gained a Hundred for Ten, or more, and peradventure hath 
undone a hundred Families or more m ſo doing : Tet all this while 
the honeſt Proſecutor, the only man that appears for the good of bis 
Country, who ought by the Law to have the full benefit and advan- 
tage f the Law gratis, it being enough that he = hu time for 
the promotion of the publick, Wealth, after it bath coſt him ſeveral 
great ſums of money, and large expence of timeto bring the Offender 
z0 Tryal and Conviction, us diſmiſſed with little or no ſatisfattion, 
leſs he be rewarded with the brand of an Informing Knave : Sure- 
ly they who made theſe Laws for the benefat of themſelves and their 
own Country, d;d intend a more current and juſt paſſage towards 
them, than thus to be obſtrutted and bafeled. Such abuſes as theſe 
»ade Theodoſius ſay, ax it is Recorded, that a wiſe man did _ 

cif. 


19) 
ſelf Injuſtice by hazarding his Wiſdome and Eſtate for the bene- 
fir of his Nation ; And therefore ſome have not ſpared to urge that 
Cuſtoms and Impoſt, and Toles and Taxes might be taken away 
from boneſt laborious bazardons Trades and Adventurers, and be 
put upon litigious Swtts at Law, and fuch as make benefit of their 
corrupt breath, that is to ſay, upon ſuch Lawyers as abuſe their 
Clyants, andſuch malicious Clyants as abuſe the name of a juſt in- 
nocent Defendent. Nr is the Loſg in theſe by their Tranſportati- 
on all the injury, but when honejt men well affecied to the good of - 
their Country,do d. tef theſe Caterpellars of the Common-wealth, 
who make ſo vait gain, as hath been denoted upan the materia!s (3 
carefully prohibited, when' t.-ey do endeavour by due conrſe of Law 
to make ſtoppage thereof, and to have the Offenders punijhed ; ſo 
many ate the evaſions, ſuch combinations and intereit in the Off- 
cers, who ought to puniſh the Offenders ; ſuch favour have they in 
Courts of Fuſtice, and deceptions in the Return of Writs, and in 
general ſuch affronts and diſcouragements 4s the dearejt Lover of his// 
Country, or moſt intrujied in Trade, dares not attempt to prevent 
that miſchief which his eyes behold to fall upon Þis Nation, or which 
bis own perſon feels to pick bis Pocket. 1 hus far Mr, Is. Smith. 
not to mention the very ſame things above aſſerted that IT have met 
withall. | 


From hence its to be lamented, to ſee what the conſequence of 
thoſe things are, I did think to have propounded ſome things for 
Remedy, bur time not permuting, muſt beg the Readers excuſe, 
only this by the way, that if there was never ſuch effeRual ways 
propounded, yet if thoſe wayes and means was never made uſe 
of, it is but beating the Aire, Forthe Life of the Law lies in the 
practick part; For if there was more care in this buſineſs when 
leſs Law, then hath been ſince more, are extant; the Fault then 
cannot be for want of Law, but only the ny of Faithfulneſs 
in impartiality, in the Execution of thoſe Laws: And this in 
ſhort 1s the principal Cauſe of the continuance of this evil pra-- 
ice of Tranſportation of Wooll, and was very engenuouſly 
conteſt tro me by ſome of the Tranſporters of Wooll within this 

| few. 
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few Dayes in theſe yery words, viz. That ij te bad” been (prot 
fecuted at firſt atcoraing to Law, we ſhould not have atted the 
ſecond time : For if the Tranſportors did but rightly conſider 
the danger they are in, they would deſiſt; for I dare ſay,although 
ſome may eſcape for a time, you may be met withal firſt or laſt, 
and then are expoſed to ruine, DEE 
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Ince my former Papers went to the Preſs, ſeveral other Me- 
g thods, and Wayes, of this Evil, of Tranſportion of 
Wool hath been Diſcovered, which I humbly conceive r e- 
quiſite to [nſerr. 

That (ince his Majeſty, by che right underſtanding of the 
Cauſe, hath given ſuch ftri& Orders, to uſe all the means 
that may be, to prevent the ſaid Miſchief; the ſaid Tranfpor- 
ters have been put co their Shifcs, there being much taken, 
they have chanzed their Stations : Yetif they thould be mee 
witha), tuch thenys as theſe Ire concluded ombetwixt the Jaid 

anſporters, near the Sea-ſide (there being many Planted 
along by the Sea in many Ports) and thoſe that are far off. 
As for Inftance, Laſt Summer there being a Parcel of Wool, 
about twetity Packs, (old co a French Comber of Callice, 
ten of which was brought from the place where it lay, about 
ewelve Mile cowards the Sea-fide, and Lodfged within ewo 
Miles of the Sea, there to lie until Wind did ſerve, and a 
Veſſel ready to carry it 3 ſome Information being given toa - 
Perſon near the place, that did wait for the motion of ſuch 
things, went and Seifed it: As ſoon as ever the Perſon that 
had Sold it to the French Merchant, had heard of the Seiſure 
of it, he preſently went to Dover to a Notorious Tranſporter, 
that he had at other times furniſhed with Wool, that he 
might own the Parcel that it might not be Loſt,althongh there 
was little reaſon to chink it for Dover, becauſe its not nſual 
for Wool to be carried ten Miles from che place it lies at, to 
# phace two Miles farcher off from Dover than at firſt, and « 
far worſe way, and there to lie ſeveral dayes: It cannot be 
ſuppoſed chat this was intended for Doper, but rather for 
Tranſportation, and do appear in Fat, Afidavits are pro- 
duceable : yet this Wool was by ſome underhand Dealing, 
taken away out of the firſt Seiſers hands, and carried back a- 
gain to the place where at firft ic was Seiſed, which was 2 Miles 
farther off from Dover; and afterwards Seifed by the Apent 
of that Perſon, that got it out of the firſt Seiſers hands. This 
Cheat being diſcovered, it is now Condemned and brought 
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ap to London, and ſold for the Kings uſe. This Paffage being 
dicourſed berwtxt the Party that Soid the Wool, and the Par- 
ty at Dover that was co Own it,and wid Own ic for the other 

a third Perſon ſtanding by (and he a Tranſporter) told his 
Neighbour, not knowing whether the Wool would be Re de- 
livered (ic being then in the Seiſors hands) and knowing of 
the Knack, told him, If the Wool ſhould be Loſt Che owning 
of ic, before Wieneſs he muſt ftand to it) co which he Re- 
plied ; T hat then be would preſentl; get «n Acquittance from that 
Perſon that was the true Owner,to ſave himſelf harmleſs : This is 
the general way of Cheacing. 

And there was alſothe like1n Michaelmas Term, 69. for nine 
Packs, that I ſaw where it was Seifed, yet this Method carry=- 
ed it for the Defendant (both alike) and fince it appears, 
that neither of the Parcels of Wool was really Bought; be- 
cauſe when it was cleared from the Seiſer, it was carcied quite 
contrary from the place the Perſons pretended ir was for. 

One Inſtance more I will give; That a parcel of Wool was 
carried by ſuch another perſon from Maidjtone, to a place near 
the Sea-fide, nigh unto Dungeoneſs, and this perſon was wil- 
ling to be a Merchant himſelf, and to go over with his Wool 
(though but a Carryer betwixt Maidione and London) but | 
ſuppoſe one fed to Srzuck/e ( as tis called) from the Sea-fide 
to London, elſe could not know the wayes : But ſo it fell out, 
that the Shallop not being come, he Lodged his Wool on the 
Beach, expeCing the Shallop might come before any perſon 
ſhould ſee ic, being out of any Rode, and deep places in the 
ſaid Feach ; but by chance it was found and Seiſfed. 

Again, A paicel of Wool (I think Gombed) was carried 
from Coventry in Warwick-(hire, to Portſmouth, being far 
diftant each from vther, pretending for Ferſey, but defigned 
for France; and in Diſcourſe with a perſon (as he thought, 
like himſelf) confeft the Buſineſs. 

And farther, As co my former Difcovery of the Methods; 
it doth moft apparently appear in Fa&; As from Ireland, 1 
have diſcovered no le(s than Ten Thouſand Stone of Wool 
Hipt in five Veſſels (in leis than three months) from one 
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Town in Ireland (Vis. Gallaway,) and all Entred for Londoy 
and Plymouth ; and Bonds given, but the Bondſmen not Re- 
ſponfible, and the Ships moſt F/emens: three of which ſaid 
Five Veſlels', Landed their Wool in Fluſirg , and one 
"-in Amflerdam, and the fifth in St. Maley in France. To the 
eruth of which Ihave 4ffadavits; and here is Witneſs come 
on purpoſe from treland, to make good the 4fadavits. 

Before / propound Remedies for the prevention of the 
aforeſaid Cheats, Tthink it convenient to lay before you an 
Abridgment of ſome As, by this preſent Parliament now 


in force, 
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An Abridgment of thoſe AG: in force, made by this 
preſent Parliament. 


I. NaRed 12. Gar, 2 No Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, ' 
afrer the 14th. of Fanuary 1660. Shall dire&ly or 
indire&ly, Export, Tranſport, or procure to be Exported, 
&c. out of, or from the Kingdoms of England, Ireland, 
Wales, Barwick upon Twede, Ferſey, Guernſey , Sark, and. 
Alderney, being under the Government of Guernſey, or any 
of them, or to any Parts, or out of the ſaid, Kingdoms, 
or Dominions thereof, any Sheep, or Wool, whatſoever of 
the Breed or Growth of the Kingdoms, &c. Woolfels, 
Mortlings, or Shorlings, or any Yarn made of Wool, or any - 
Woolflocks, Fullers-Earth, or Fulling-Clay whatſoever ; or 
Pack, Load, or cauſe to be Packed, or Loaded upon any 
Horſe, or laid Aboard any Ship, or Veſſel, within the 
Kingdoms, iſles, or Dominion aforeſaid, to the Intent or 
Purpoſe to Export, or Convey, or to cauſe to be Exported, 
or Conveyed out of the Kingdoms, Iles, &c. Or with in- 
tent that any perſon'ſhould carry the ſame into any parts or 
places out of the Kingdoms of Eggland, Ireland, &c. intb_ 
the Kingdom of Scotland, or Forraign parts. 
2, No Wool, Woolfels, Ta Shorlings, Yarn made 
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of Woolflocks, Fullers-Earth, or Fulling-Clay, afcer Fanuery 
14+ 1660. ſhall be Exported out of the Kingdoms of Eng- 
land, Ireland, Wales, Barwick , or any place of the ſaid King- 
doms reſpe&ively ; unto the Iſles of erſey, and Alderney, ex-_ 
cept as by the Act appointed. 

3. All the Offenders aforeſaid, hall be lyable to the Pe- 
nalties and Forfeitures following, Vis. 1. The Sheep, Wools, 
Mortlings, Yarn, Fullers-Earth, and Clay ſo Exported, Con- 
veyed, Packed or Loaden contrary to the AR, (hall be For- 
feited. 2. The Offender (hall Forfeit twenty Shillings for 
.every Sheep,and three Shillings,for every pound of Wool, Ful- 
ters-Earth, or Fulling-Clay fo Exported, &c. 3. The Owner 
of the Ships,. or Veſſels, knowing luch Offence, (hall Forfeic 
their Tatereft in the Ships, &c. with their Apparel, and Fur- 
nicure. 4. The Maſters and Marrinecs, knowing thereof, 
or aſſiſting thereunto, ſhall For ſeit all their Goods, and Cha- 
tels, and have Impriſonment for three Months without Bail, 
&c. OneMoity of the Forfeitures, or Penalties tothe King, 
the other to the Informer z who will Sue for the ſame in the 
Kings Court of Record, or before Juſtices of Aſſize, or the 
General Quarter Seſlions of the Peace. 

4. If any Merchant or other Perſon, after the ſaid 14th. of 
Fenuary, ſhall Tranſport, or cauſe tro be Tranſpotted any 
Sheep, Wool, Woolfels, Wollen-Yarn , Fullers-Earth, &c. 
contrary to the A, and be thereof Conviged, he ſhall be 
diſabled co require any Accompt of any Fa&or, or others, 
. for, or concerning any Debt, or Eſtate, properly belonging 
to the Offender. 

_ 5. Every Offence done contrary tothe A&, (hall be enqui - 
red of in the Countrey where ſuch Sheep, Wool, &c. ſhall be 
Packed,ec, Or elſe in the Countrey where the Parties ſhall be 
Appreheanded, as if the Offence had been wholly and altoge- 
ther done at and in ſuth Gounty;! and no Perſon ſhall be 
Impeached for any Offence aforeſaid, unleſs he be Proſecu- 
ted within one Year nextgfter the Offence commitreed. 
6. Any Perlon, &c. = lawfully Seiſe, Take, or Chal- 
lenge to his own uſe, or & the uſeof the King, his Heirs, 
wal 


&c. all manner of ſuch _ Wool, Woolfels, Yarns, +; 
as8he ſhall ſo find, know, or diſcover co be laid on Board any ' 
Ship, Veſſel, &c. Or layed on Shoar, at, or near Shoar of 
any NavigableRiver, to the intent to be Tranſported out of 
the Kingdoms of England, Ireland , or Dominions thereof ; 
or to be packed upon any Horſe, or other Carriage, to the: 
intent to be Conveyed into the Kingdom of Scotland; and 
ſuch Perſon, &c. as ſhall Seiſe, &c. the (ame, ſhall have the 
full Moiety thereof, provided ſuch Perſon as (hall make ſuch 
Seiſure, ſhall nor be allowed to give in Evidence upon his: 
Oath, againſt any perſon which ſhail be Iadiaed or Queftion- 
ed, by Veccue of this Act. | 

7. Every Ship, Veſſel, Boat, ©'c. Whereofeny Alien-born, . 

or whereof any Natural-born Subje&ts not Inhabiting within 
England, ſhall be Owner or Part-owner, and wherein any 
Sheep, Wool, Yarn made of Wool, &c. (hall happen to be 
Shipped, or Layed on Board,ſhall be Forfeited to the King,@c. 
I. Provided, This A& not extend to any Lamb-skin ready 
Drefſt, fit and uſeful for Fur or Linings ; nor co the Carrying 
or Conveying away any Wooſfels,or Pelts with ſych Wool &p. 
on them z or to any Beds ſtuffed with Flocks, which ſhall be 
carried into any Ship, or Veflel, for neceflary uſe, onely in 
or concerning the Ship, &*c. Or for the neceflary uſe of the 
perſons paſſing in ſuch Ships, &c. And which ſhall not be Sold 
tm any Forraign parts; or to the Conveying any Weather-- 
ſheep, or the Wool growing upon them to be carried alive in 
any Ship, &c.. for the onely neceſſary Food or Diet, of, or 
for the pany or Paſſengers, or other perſons therein. 

2, Not to Extend to any ſuch Wool to be Exported' one of, 
or from the Port of Southampton, onely to the Iſles of Ferſey, 
or Guernſey, by, or for the uſe of any the Znhabitants there; 
fo as ſach.perſon chat ſhall Ship, or lay Aboard ſuch Veſſel,do, 
before the Shipping | thereof ; deliver co the Coftonier, 
Surveyor, -08 Searcher of the ſaid Ports; a Writing andef the 
Seals of therefpe&tive Govertiones of the'faid 1/es;'-co which 
che" Wool:is'xd be Trafiſported; of their Depaties ;* which 
Writing ſhall expreſs the party Named therein, as adthorifed 
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eo Export out of the Port aforeſaid (o mich Wool, expreffing 
the number of the Tods to be Uſed, or ManufaQured in the 
ſaid Iſles; and that the parties ſo Authoriſed, hath before 
the making of ſuch Wricing, entred Bond to the King, for 
the Landing of the ſaid Wool in that Iſle ; and the Wool Ex- 
ported out of the ſaid Port of Southampton, ſhall not exceed 
this quantity, viz. To Ferſey, 2000 Tods uncombed : Guern - 
ſoy, 1060 Tods: Alderney, 200 Tods: Sark , ico Tods and 
no more, every Tod not exceeding 32 pound. 

$. That the Governour of the reſpeive - of Jerſey, 
and Guernſey, or his Deputy, for whom he will anſwer 3 (hall 
not make any Writing, or Writings, to any Perſon or Per- 
ſons to Appoint or Authoriſe ſuch perſon or perſons, to Fetch 
or Exportout of the faid Port of Southampton, unto the re- 
ſpe&ive [ſes in one Year, accounting the Year from Fanuary 
14. 1660, aforeſaid ; any greater quantity of Wool unto the 
{aid reſpe&ive Iſles, and places, than is by the true meaning 
of the A& Limited, and Appointed; upon pain the Reſpe- 
Give Governour, or Governours, of ſuch Iſles, (ſhall Forfeit 
and Pay tothe King Twenty pound, for every Tod of Wool 
which ſhall be fo Licenſed to be Exported, over and above 
the Rate and Proportion by the A& Limited, and appointed. 

9. That the Coftomer-of the Pore of Southevpton, (hall 
keep a true Accompt of the Quantity of Wools ſo by him per- 
mitted to ke Loaden; and (hall not permit any greater Quan- 
_ tity of Wools, than 1uthe A is preſcribed to be Loaden, in 
many one Year to either of the (aid T/ands, under any pretence 
whatſoever; upon penalty of Forfeiting his place,and the Sum 
of 100 pound, one Moiety to the King, the other Moiety to 
him who will Sue for the ſame, in any Court of Record 
wherein noEfſoim, &c. ſhall be Allowed. 

10. That the Reſpe&ive Governours, or their Deputies, or 
any.of their Clarks, Officers, or- Servants, for the Making, 
Granting, or Sealing of every ſuch Wrieing of Licenſe , and 
for the Entering of a Remembrance. of the ſame, into ſome 
Book which they (hall keep for,thac purpoſe z ſhall take ewelve 
pence, and no more, upon Pain of Forfeiture to the piety 
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grieved, five Shilings for every penny ſhall be taken abovethe' 
ſaid twelve pence; the penalty to be Recovered by Bil}, or- 
Information in any Court of Record at Weſtminſter, wherein 
no Injun&ion, Efloim, &c, (hall be Allowed. | | 

Firſt, Another A& EnaQted 14,Cer,24. Ch. 18.If any Perſon 
or Perſons, from and after the fi: t of Augu(t,62. [hall dire&ly, 
or indirealy Export, &c. from the Kingdoms of England, and: 
Ireland, &c. into any parts out of the ſaid Kingdoms, any 
Sheep,&®c. To the intent to Export, cr cauſe to be Exported' 
into any Forraign parts; every ſuch Offence ſhall be adjudg-- 
ed Felony, and the Offender being Convicted, ſhall Forfeic 
and ſuffer as In caſe of Felony. 

2. Every Owner of any ſuch Ship, or Veſſel, and'every- 
Owner of every Horſe, Cart,. or. Carriages, upon which'any 
Sheep, Wool, Woolfeis, Yarn made of Wool, Woolflocks; 
Fullers-Earth, or Fulling-Clay, foto be Exported, Tranfſpor-- 
ted. fc to any ſuch intent as aforeſaid ; knowing hereof, and: 
hereof being wilfully and willingly Aiding, Afſifting, or Con=- 
ſenting thereunto; and the Mafter of ſuch Ship, or Veſfel; 
wherein any ſuch Sheep, Wool, &c. ſhall be ſo Exported, or 
Tranſported, or Loaden, or laid on Board as aforeſaid, to 
any ſuch purpoſe a+ aforeſaid; and Aiding, Aſlifting, or Con«: 
ſenting thereunto :. And every FaQor, and Servant whatſoe-- 
ver, Cuftomer, Controler, Waiter, Searcher, or other Offi-- 
cer, or Perſon whatſoever, knowing hereof, and willingly Aſ- 
fiſting, or Conſenting thereunto, ſhall be Adjudged and taken- 
to bea Felon; and every Offender. therein duly. Conviated, 
ſhall Suffer or Forſeit, as in cale of Felony. 

3. Every Offence done,or Committed contrary to this A, 
ſhall be Enquired of, Heard; Tried, and Condemned, in the: 
County where ſuch Sheep, Wool, Woolfels, &c. reſpe&ively, 
ſhall be Packed, Laden, or laid on Board, as aforeſaid ; or elſe 
in the County whereſuch Offenders ſhall happen,to be Appre- 
hended or Arrefted for ſuch Offence, or in ſuch manner, or to 
ſuch effe&, to all intents and purpoles, as if che ſaid Offence 
had been wholly done, and committed in the ſame County. | 
4. From and aftec the 1/t, of Auguft, 1662, No perſon, mo 


(hall prefs together wich any Screws, Preſſes, or othet Engine; 

Into any Sack, Pack, Bap,or (hal Steam any woollen cloth, Yarn 
made of Wool, into any Bur, Pipe, Hogſhead, or other Cask, 
or Veſlel,upon any. pretence ; or ſhall carry, orlay at, or near 
the Shoar, Coalts of the Sea, or Navigable River, or any 
place near adjoyning thereanto; any ſuch Wool, Woolflocks, 
or Yarn,made of Wool, to Export, Tranſpore, or carry a- 
way the ſame out cf the Kingdom of England, or Ireland, in- 
to, Scotland, or any other Forraign parces, upon penalty of 
Loſs of all ſuch Wool, Woolflocks, Yarn made of Wool, fo 
Packed, Preſled, Layed into any Cask, or Carried on Land 
near the Sea-ſhoar, or the value thereof. 

5. No Tobacco-Pipe-Clay, ſhall after the 1}. of Auguſt, 
1662, be Exported, Tranſported, or Conveyed out of the 
Kingdom of England, etc. Or after the 1f, of Fanuary, 1662. 
out of, or from 1reland, or Wales, into the Kingdom of Scot- 
land, or into any Forraign parts, under the penalty of three 
thilltngs for every pound of Tobacco- Pipe-Clay, Exported or 
Trcanſported. 

6. Aﬀter the 1. of Ayguit, 1662. No Packs, Sacks, Bags, 
or. Casks of Wool, Woolfels, Mortlings, Shorlings, Yarn 
nydeof Wool, Fullers-Earth, Fulling-Clay, Tobacco- Pipe- 
Clay, ſhall be Laden on any Horſe, Cart, or Carriage; or 
{hall beConveyed by Land from any of che places within the 
Kingdom of Erg/and. Nor after the 1ft, of January, 1662. 
in Jre{and,but in the Day time; and from and after che 1. of 
March, to the 29th. of September Yearly, between the hours 
of four of thc Clock in the Morning, and eight of the Tlock 
in the Evemtig; upon painof Forfeiture of all ſuch Goods, 
or the Value thereof. One Moiety to the King, his Heirs, &c. 
the other to him or them, that 'will Sne for the ſame, by 
Action of Debe, Bill, Plaint, or Information, &c, 

I. Provided chis A& not to be Conſtrued, to Repeal and 
make Void any the Penalties in an A& of this Parliamentc 
made againſt Tranſportation of Wool, Woolfels, Fullers- 
Earth ; oc tothe Prohibiting of the Lading on Board of any 
Ship, Oc. of any Weather-(heep, VVool,. or other Goods 
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that by the ſaid AQ 18 | wr to be Laden cn Board any 
Ship, &c. for the necellary nſe of ſuch Ships, &c. * :% 

1. If any Owner, Mafter, or Mariner of any Ship, &e, 
knowing of ſuck Tranſportation of ſuch Sheep, Wool, Wool- 
fels, (or any of the Goods mentiored) ſhall within three 
Months next, after the Knowledg thereof, or after he return 
into the Kingdom of England, Ireland, or Wales, &c. give 
che fiſt Information, Bona fide, before the Barons of either 
of the Courts of Exehequer in England, or Ireland; or be- 
fore the Head Officer of any port, where he (hall firſt arrive, 
of the numbgr and quantity of the Goods fo Carried or Tran- 
ſported z and by whom, where, and in what Ship, &c. And 
(hall be ready to juſtifie and prove the ſame ; Such Owner, 
Mafter, or Mariner, (hall not be puniſhed for Felony, bue 
yet be ſubje& to all other Penalties contained in the AR, for 
the offence aforeſaid. And all ſuch Exportations, and Con- 
veying of any Goods, or Commodities, in che AQ mention- 
ed, is declared to be a common and publick Nuſance, 
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Remedies is humbly offered as a farther Adition to 
the former AG. 


I. T O Revive ſome former Aﬀs of Parliament, as inthe 
4th. of Hen. 7th. As alſo.23. and 27. Hen.$. 5. 
Faw. 6th. For this very Reaſon to Regulate che Buyers of 
Wool, eſpecially by the Sea-fide, where there can be no pre- 
rence of a Conveniency for any thing, bue only for Forreig- 
ners. For inftance ; | do know a perſon ſcarce worth any 
thing (at leaft ſo reputed) living near the Sea-fide;, that I 
believe, hath bought ſome hundreds Packs of Weol for French 
Merchants, as formerly hinted ;- and ſometimes gves over 
himſelf co France : And this perſon ] found to be Compound- 
ed with ewo or three times by ctheOfficers aforeſaid,forfour or 
five pound a time; which way is now prevented by the Lord 
Chief Baron Hales, anda Ru - giveni in Court-and entred : 
2, rL0r 
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_ 2. For all perſons in England eo be, accountable to whom 
they Sell theis Wool, and fo to follow ir until it ſhall be 
known to be inſach hands,as ſhall of the ſaid Wool convert to 
2 Manufa&ure,here in England; becauſe both Combed and Raw 
Wool is now Seiſed,ſome in London,s or 6 hundred,and entred 
2s a Bale of Spaniſh: Cloathes, and ic lies now in the Ceftome 
Houſe in London. So that it is impoſlible to prevent it witavur 
perſons be Accountable,though not all,nor che twentieth pare 
of Wool Growers may be lookt after, nor troubled, but where 
it is needful for ſome particular perſons {that are ſuſpefed) 
And for ſuch perſons fo near to the Sea-fide, to make an En« 
try of their Wool, and to take Bond as it is in the Ports when 
.entred per Cockquet, from Port to Pore; therebeing as much 
danger from thoſe places (and too much experienced) as is 
in the Port Towns ; and therefore the ſame Reafon to be gi- 
ven, and no reaſon for any perſon that means honeſty, to be 
offended. 

3. Thatthere may be Store-houſes in thoſe Countries near 
the Sea-fnde,and where is no Manufa&ure in ſome convenient 
places as formerly there was, for Tranſportation of Wool by 
Staple Towns, for the conveniency of ſome poor men, 
that cannot ſtay for their Money. 

4. For Ireland, that there be convenient Ports out of which 
« ſhall be Exported from thence. 

.. From, Ireland, Draughdab , Dublin, Waterford, - Toughal; 
Cork; for the-danger lieth. in the Northweſt ports; for 1 am 
humbly of opinion, chat there is very little Wool that is 
Landed in Erg/ard, (hipt from thoſe places : As for Inſtance, 
Gallaway, whereas five Ships diſcovered pretending to be for 
Empland, and-none came here, as at large before appeareth : 
And. confidering the Length and Hazard from thoſe Ports 
Celgecially Ayebrick , and Gallaway, Kc:) Which increaſe 
the Fraight almoſt. equally to the Land Carriage to the Ea- 
fern ports nexc Adjacent ; it: is equal to.the Merchants that 
means honeftly. And it is ſuppoſed that the Staples in Ireland 
as. aboye, 18 yet in force,only want reviving: And alſo ic doth 
AANFAC 111: (aft; that 8 perſon that doth Export Wool only from 
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Treland to England, brings it by Land from Gallaway to Dublin, © I 


there co be Shipr, | 

That no Certificate be vallid , the Giſcherge of Bonds 
given, unleſs the Mayor, or Civil Officer of che Port cer- 
tifie with the Officer of the Cuftomes, chat the Wool is a&tu- 
ally Landed and Weighed. 

5. That there may be « ſhorter and quick way for Trials, 
and in ſuch places as.the Oftender may have leaſt opportunit 
for Evafions, and not ſo as the Judge may be Counſel forkith 
MalefaQors, «es. 1 have obſerved ; and this is the cauſe thi 
many have forbora to bring perſons upon the Stape for Tials.; 
and it has been my own/caſe, that I have obſerved in the 
Sin&-ports, where che greateſt miſchief is done, 

6, To havethole Statutes made known by publick Reading 
in every Pariſh Cbarch, as alſo by the Sheriff in proper per- 
ſon, ſour times a Year in every Hundred, und by his Bayiitls 
in every Market; and Proclamation at every- Qaercee 
Seflions, by all Mayors, Sheriffs,Bayliffs, and other Officers, 
asformerly it was for publick Statutes in ſeveral Kings Reigns, 
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Touching the Manufacturing of Wool, 


N General, all States and Common-wealths, are ſyppor- 

ted by ewo Providential works (viz.) Reward and Pun- 
iſhment 3 for as no Law can compel men tobe Corporally 
Laborious, or Rtudious in Knowledg and Literature, un- 
leſs Rewards be annexed co all ſuch Compulfion; fo no Provi- 
dence can attend che preſervation of profitable Defigns,eithec 
in Learning or Trade, unlefs ſuch puniſhments be enjopned : 
And this is the weak and frail eftate of Men and Nations, that 
unleſs they be as well encouraged in their endeavours, as 
puniſhed in their miſdemeanors, they will ſpeedily be- 
come Libertines, and ruine all as 1s too too much feared in 
chis ceſe in England at this day ; and as before about the 
Wool, fo the working for the greateſt part hath been confined 
eo England, this three hundred Years, and until theſe late 
Years has been ſo preſerved, by the diligence of ſuch Offi- 
cers 28 have been ordained and impowered, carefully to ſee 
the ManufaQures kept under thoſe rules which the Laws have 

rovided for their perfeFion; and ſeeing this Nation is by 
Fd peculiariſed in theſe ewo bleflings (vis.) Wools, and 
Manufa@ors; and through the Vigilancy of its Monarchs 
ſafe guarded by Laws, that the native Manufa&ures might 
got be undermined by the pradtices of Forreigners ; their an- 
tient providence exaQts from the preſent Age, the ſame pre- 
ſervation (as before in the Wool) chat the Dutch do not un- 
dermine us out of all, Again, we may be taught by their di- 
ligence, .who though they have few or no native Commodi- 
cies, yetare rich and thriving; who ſpare no attendance in 
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overſceing and ſearching the true making of their Manuſe- 
ures as above; for their exaQne(, giving therefore power | 
and Commiſſions to perfons of more than ordinary worth a- 
mongſt them (whom they cal Cure or Care-Mafters) co ſee 
every thing according to the Law; and where ever they find 
a defeft, they make a defatile upon the Cloath, which firft is 
recompenſed by a Fine co the State for abuling the Laws, and. 
afterward remains co admoniſh the Buyer, who thereby may 
guard his Purſe. Andin cafe the Clothier be abuſed by any 
of his Work- folks, he Checks his Damage upon the crue of- 
fender in his Wages. Now in England there is fo much the 
contrary, that many perſons take liberty for want of a regu- 
lar or Legal courſe followed, either for time or form in work- 
ing; there is few of the Relations to Cloathing, which doth 
obſerve fuch anexa@ rule of Apprentiſhip (which is nor the 
leaft cauſe chat the ManufaQures of Wool are ſo abufively and 
deceptiouſly made in England) notwithſtanding it is enjoyned 
in very firi& and penal manner by the Statute Laws of the old 
Draperies; the chief inconveniences of which, is, that the 
Trade fo general in Uſe, and maintenance of even numberleſs 
Families, doth by its own vaſt exorbancie convert into Cor- 
ruptions; and fo thoſe great multitudes of people becoms 
diſcredited, beggered, and finally ruined, to the deftru&ion 
of themſelves and the Nation, which gave them fo great a 
Bleſling, 
Another prejudice, and not the leaft, is, that the Nation 
which hath given them Being, and Inveſted them with ſuch 
Materials for Cloathing, is diſhonoured by falſe and abufive 
works: Andicisnot a little ſcandal to that Nation which God 
hath particularly endowed with thoſe bleſſings which others 
want, when ics people ſhall divert thoſe good things which 
God hath beftowed upon it to evil and deceptious praftices. 
In this conſideration it 1s obſervable (by ſome). how litcle 
comparitively is the Drunkenneſs of thoſe Countries which 
roduce Wines, and wherein lies their perſonal Riches, and 
their Nations Honour, though their other fins may ſufficient- 


ly (well their ultimate Account ; yet doubtleſs ir FO 
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their laſt Apologie, in that they abuſe not that endowment 
which God hath made the original of cheir Being and Sub- 
hftance. 

Another conſideration is, the Cheat it puts npon all theſworld, 
for though every Country hath not the benefit of the Manufacinre 
in themſelves, yet are thee few of them condemned to ſuch igng- 
 rance as not todiſcern the Coi;zenage which falſe Cloathing puts 
upon them. 

end furthcr, great May be the thought of heart, when tbe 
fins of falſe Lucre and Co..etuouſneſs (which # Idolatry) are in 
full purſuance of ſuch as have the full Plenty to Make weight and 
veaſure, yet Make it the Art of their praftiſes as well as the pra- 
fiſe of their Art, to Cozen both the Wiſe and Weak : It can be 
nopreat wonder, nor #ithout abundance of preſidents, if God for 
fins of ſuch wiltulneſs remove his Eleſſings (with which this Na- 
tion is peculiarly enriched and dignified) and give them to a people 
which will render Him abetter, more juſt, and more profitable ac- 
count of his Talent ; andits nonews, that though England be by 
the Almighty chiefly ordained to produce the Materials ; yet the 
AManutatin-es be given to a people, which will render him a better 
Account all this and much more u expeftea, if the Native peo 
ple continue to abuſe the Native Commodity, (4s of neceſſity they 
my't, when they know not how to nſe it - ) The Wiſdom of onr _An- 
ceitors bath been liberally manifeſted in this particular, Firſt, 
That the ManufaGiors be conſtantly made Apprentices for ſeven 
years at leaſt, the contrary is one great reaſon, that by ignorance 
ſo many abuſes are, that are unremidable. Another reaſon, why 
Apprentices are generally confined to [even years Servitude, is to 
the end, that Profeſſors (in each Art) wwltiply not beyond the 
ſupport of their Trade, which were not to increaſe good Snbjefs, 
Lut Vagabonds, which doubtleſs was not the intention of King Ed- 
ward the 3d. (ever to beremembred by an Enghſh- man, when in 
his deſign in bringing Cloathing to England, a chief part was to 
multiply his people, as by his Native #md Alleageant Swbjefs 
(ſuch as by and by you will underftand) he might ſecurely poſſeſs 
the Con7::'s wherewith God here bleſſed him, which were beyond 
any Chrijttin Prince's in his time, It is utterly againſt _ 
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that a Nation can be poor , whoſe people are numerous, if their In 
duftiry be compelled and incouraged, an4 thcir Illeneſs be puniſhed 
and reformed. It is the opinion of ſome, that its not the barren- 
neſs of a Country which can forbi4 this Maxim, Nom a greac 
increaſe (acrlealt) of good people (as afore hinted in King 
Edward) reſts upon the regulation of Trade for its not the 
number of Woikmen, but number of good Workmen which 
increaſeth Families, and ics Familics which increafeth and 
ſpreadeth good people; the other for waat of Knowledg and. 
Skill, being fixed no where, becauſe their Labours will nor 
maintain themſelves, much leſs Families: For who will uſe @ 
Workman, who hath neither Skill nor Credit, when he can int 
ploy one that hath bath ? 

Of principal Importance therefore is the Regulation of 
Apprentiſhips, borh to the beft increaſe of people, and to the 
Honeſt, Creditable , and Wealthy Manuſaftures of Woo), 
for want of which not only the former denoted faults are dai- 
ly found in cheir works, but good workmen are underſold and 
ruined (a formerly hinted) by bad, and the whole Nation in- 
volved in great diſhoncur. | 

Nor is this all che Abuſe ; for in ſuch parts of the World 
as the Buyers are not in abi'ity of knowledg, like the Dutch; 
who make Cloaths themſelves, and eſpecially chofe parts 
where the difference in Religion is ſo great, as it is between 
Chriſtians and Turks; there the corrupt Merchant cauſeth 
the Name of God to be Blaſphemed. For when thoſe pecple 
(whoſe Eye and Judgment gives them not ſo good informati- 
on as doth their proof and wearing) do find themſelves chea- 
ted in their Garments, they preſently conclude that, there is 
no fear of God in that place, nor obedience to their Rulers; 
which muft fſzuredly procure much ſcandal to Chriftian 
Religion. | f 

It hath been noted, that the Original of Money,. was from 
Sheep, affirming that the Antient Signature upon Money, was 
a Sheep ; and its further obſerved, that Merchandifes were 
the cauſe of Money ; and there being no greater Mecchandiſe 
then are from the Sheep, it is evident, that there is nothing 
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more requiſite towards the enriching this Nation (whoſe pee 
culiar blefling reſts in Sheep) then ftrialy co hold the Manu- 
fatures to the Letter and Rule provided for their juſt ma» 
king ; and that the Laws be unparcially execnted , and it be- 
ing apparent that this Nation cannot be Rich without a con» 
ſtant uttering of Cloathing, nor can that be done without a 
perfe& reformation in the particulars of the works, 

[t doth undeniably follow, that Cloathing muſt be purged 
from its Corruption, or England muſt be pour. Ir is there- 
fore the ManufaQors which abuſe the Wool, and thereby im- 
providently give advantage to the Dutch : whereas a perfeQion 
ia the making of Cloaths in England, will capacitate the Eng- 
liſh to underſel the Dutch. 

1, And whereas it is obje&ed, that there is no need for 
perſons to ſerve as an Apprentice to ſuch an Imployment, that 
can be Learned in three Months. 

2. That it willbea hindrance to the encreaſe of Trade,and 
{o conſequently narrow it. | 

Anſw.1. As tothefirſt, there is no ſort of Woollen-Ma- 
nufaQFury, that can be ſo Learned in ſuch a ſhort cime, but a 
perſon may ftill beto Learn if helive four times ſeven Years ; 
ie muſt be Experience in all Trades, or Callings (as well as 
the Notional part) that muft make a perſon Maſter of his 
Trade, Again, It there were ſuch ftri&care taken for Youth 
to be Apprentice toevery petty ſmployment, and Husbandry 
it ſelf, ics much more reaſon for an Apprentice in ſuch a Ma- 
nufs&ury, as it's the Fonndation of the Riches and Splendor 
of thjs Kingdom. - 

Anſw, 2. Asto the hinderance of Trade, I have this to ſay, 
and it is Obvious to the whole world : Where ever Rules are 
given, and duly obſerved, there Trade doth encreaſe; wit- 

neſs, Norwich, and Colcheſter, that hath che Reputation, and 
doth wonderfully increaſe; and the quite contrary when 
ever its wilde, and without Rule, and Order, it doth much 
decay. Whichif my time woul= permit to give & particular 
account of my own Knowledg, and Experience, in this thing, 
] do preſnme it might be more ſatisfactory to the Reader, but 
mift humbly beg his Excuſe at preſent, 
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A Supplement. 


Thought not to have Written any thing more at preſent 

but ſeeing ſuch a neceſlicy provokes me thereto; (and being 
already upon the Stage, and a Spectacle to many ; and though 
I muſt Write Folly as to all my Actions, with Reſpe& unto my 
Self; yer in it, I hall reſt content, whilſt others Reap the 
Advantage ;) and principally a neceſlity for ſome, that other- 
wiſe would periſh, and that not a few, but many Thouſands 
in this Kingdom, as appears at large in this ſmall (foregoing ) 
Trat, And notwithitanding the Diſ-couragements I have 
met withal, 1 have and am reſolved to perſiſt (and the more ne-- 
cellity there is ofa double diligence)l may alude to that ſaying, 
Pſ-119.4.126, That the more generalDigreſlion from, or rather 
Tranſgreſſion of the Laws of God,ſo much more need was there 
then for the Pſalmiſt to love it above Gold, becauſe the neceſ- 
ſary Conſequence is by the ſaid Breach, to bring National 
Judgments upon a People, or Kingdom, which muſt unayoid- 
ably follow, were there not ſome to ſtand in the Gap; witneſs | 
of which are plentiful, both Moral, and Divine, To return 
tro our purpoſe, the Breach of the Laws of this Kingdom, 
in this particular we are upon, if not Puniſhed according to 
the Demerit of the cauſe, as hitherto it hath not, a little time 
_ will make it Irrecoverable : Therefore pray bear with me, if 

] am more than ordinarily Solicitous in this Buſineſs, as ſeein 

before-hand whether we are going, by what hath paſt , which 
we ſay cannot be helpt;z but this in time may be, if we will nor 
be wanting to our ſelves, and ſay a Lyon is in the way, when 
no ſuch thing, and ſo Create difficulties, 

My Obſervation upon theſe Two things, is, 1/7, The Undreſt 
and Undied Cloath. 24. The Fiſhing Trade, as Sir Walter 
Rawley notes. OE” 

1, From the great loſs to England paſt recovery, ſo many 


Millions in theTranſportation of w_ Engliſh Cloath ne 
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Undreft,and Undied, which without doubt at firſt, was by little 


and little Connived at (as our Wool is) till at length came to 


be Mafters of that, and would nor have our other Wollen 
ManufaQuries without it, as experience with thoſe Merchants 


” may- witneſs; ſo in time, both the Durch, and eſpecially the 


French, will refuſe our Manufacturies without we will allow 


them fo. much Wool with it; and fo by little and little (hall we 


be Beat out of our Trade, and our Wools carried trom us, and 
our Merchants tranſport themſelves after, as it was at fit be- 
fore King Edward the Third, and leave a poor Populous King - 
dom ready to Eat up one another, and ſo fall to Robbing and 
Stealing, which hath been formerly complained of, 

2, The ſecond as about the Filhing : Inmy Travels, I have 
obſerved many Sea- coalt Towns much decaied, unleſs fome few 
Uttle Pariſhes, and great Yarmorth 3 nay, many-antient Towns 
utterly conſumed, hardly one ſtone left upon another, which 
1s Reported, and may by Hiltory be found true, that was Popue 
tous and Strong, which to an Ifland is not only an Ornament, 
but of abſolute Necellity : Witneſs our late Wars with the 
Dutch, and French, and doubtleſs was Upireld and Enriched by 
Fiſhing, as Sir Walter Rawley.accounts to be gained in his time 
by the Dutch, about One Million, Three Hundred Seventy Two 


Thouſand Pound , belides what was carried to Spain, 'and 


France (except Koan) and into the Streights, befides what they 
conſumed amongſt themſelves ; which doubtleſs was and is now 
very conſiderable. Yet, were all thoſe Fiſh caught upon our 
Coaſts, and no queſtion if things had been well managed to en» 
courage hands ( in England) we might much better, and chea= 
per have maintained them, and Caught and Cured them, having 
many more and much better convenient Ports than they z bur 
we are lack and careleſs, as it was in King Herry the ſevenths 
timez he deſirous to make his Kingdom Powerful and Rich by 
encreaſe of Ships and Mariners, and Employment of his People, 
ſent unto his Sea-coaſt Towns, moving them to ſet up the great 
and rich Fiſhing, with promiſe to give them needful Priviledges, 
and furniſh them with Loans of Money if need were, to en- 
courage them; yet his people were ſlack. Notwithſtanding 
many Noble-men, and Merchants, and others (who ”_ ſer 

own 


down under their hands for more afſuranceY promiſed to diſ- 
burſt large Sums of Money for the perfeRing the ſaid Kings 
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motion, which would have encreaſed ſuch ſtrengthtto this King- * 


| dom, and given ſuch comfort, and do ſuch good to all Cities 
and Towns, having fit and needful Priviledges for the uphold- 
ing and ſtrengthening of ſo weighty and needful a buſineſs. 
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Obſervations upon the Dutch Policies, that having 


nothing Comparatively to England, yet to 
Exceed us in many things, 


(IP the Multitude, Excellency, and Convenitency 
of our Ports in England, and the abundance of our Na- 
tive Commodities, which may any wayes conduce to the. ſup- 
plying the neceſlities, or adorning the conveniency of Humane 
Life, the Inhabitants Stour and Valiant, accompanied with a 
lively Wit, ard healchſul Conſtitution ; one would think it 
itrange (I might ſay Monſtruous ) that the Dutch Nation who 
are denied thoſe Advantages, and are of a more dull and hea- 
vy Conſtitution than the Engliſh, ſhould out-wit us in that God 
(and Nature ) hath given us all the Prerogative we our ſelves 
can delire, 

The true Ground-courſe and form doth appear how otber 
Countries (viz.) Holland make themſelves Rich and Powerful 
in all kind of Merchandiſes, and ManufaQuries, in and by ful- 
nels of Trade, having no Commodities (comparatively) in 
their own Countrey growing to do it withal ; and that their 
never dried Fountains of Wealth, by which they raiſe their 
Eſtate to ſuch an Admirable height, as that they are at this day 
even a wonder to the World, proceedeth from his Majelties 
Seaand Land; and by the depth of their Policies (and exerci- 
_ themſelves conſtantly in it) and the Circumventing pra- 
Ctiſes, they draw and Kill covet to Exhauſt the Wealth and Coyn 
of this Kingdom, and ſo with our own Commodities to weak- 


en us, and finally beat us oof Trade in other Countries. 
| : F 2 They 
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They more fulfy obtained theſe their purpoſes, by their cor: 
venient Priviledges, and ſettled Conſtitutions, than England 
with all the Law (which if Practiſed would be otherwiſe) and 
ſuperabundance of Home-bred Commodities, which God hath 
vouchſafed this Kingdom by Sea and Land. 

By which Priviledges they draw multitudes of Merchants t9 
Trade with them, and many other Nations to Jnhabit amongſt 
them, which makes them Populus; and thereby they make 
Store-houſes of all forreign Commodities, wherewith upon eve- 
ry occaſion of Scarcety and Dearth, they are able to furniſh 
forreign Countries with plenty of thoſe Commodities, which 
before in time of Plenty, they engroſſed and brought Home 
from the ſame places; which doth greatly Augment Power and 
Treaſure to their State, beſides the Common good in ſetting 
poor people on work : Which maketh them Flouriſh, and their 
Countrey ſo plentiful of all kind of Coyn and Commodities, 
where little or nothing Groweth ; and their Merchants ſo Flou- 
riſh, that when a Lols cometh,they ſcarce feel it : To bring this 
- to pals, they have many Advantages of us, that We might have 
if we would give up Our felves unto it, which many have Writ 
of at Large. 

Sir Walter Rawleigh Notes, that the ſmalneſs of the Cuſions, 
:nward and outward, was 4 great mcouragement, and yet by the 
greatneſs of Commerce by it, the Cuſtomes comes to as much mm one 
year, to the States of Holland, then in two years in England, which 
mnaketh all the Comntrey- Merchants to buy and ſell, and increaſe 
Ships and Marriners ts Tranſport much again : Aad he farther 
Notes, the Merchandizes of France, Portugal, Spaine, Italy, 
Turky, Ealt ana Weſt-Indies, arc Tranſported moſt by the Hol- 
landers, and other petty States, mto the Eaſt and North-Weit 
Kingdoms of Pomeriand, Spruceland, &c. 

eAna the MMerchandize brought from the laſt mentioned King- 
doms, being wonacrful many, are by them T ranſported into tne 
Southern and Weltern Dominionsz, and yer the Scituation of 
England /yeth far better for Store-houſes to ſerve the aforeſaid 
Countreys and Regions,than theirs doth, and hath far better means 
16, doit, if we would bend our courſe for it, 


Is hath been ebſerved, that when p Dearth of Fiſh, Wine, or 
Corn, 


Corn, andother Merchandiſes here, that forthwith the Emde=. 


ners, and Hamburgers, 4rd Holland, out of their Store-houſes, 
Lade fifty or an hundred$hips,or more,diſperſing themſelves round 
about this Kingdom, and Carry. away great fo of Coyn, and 
Wealth, for little Commodities 1 choſe times of Dearth , by which 
means they ſuck, out our Riches, cut down our Merchants, ana 
accay OUY Navigation « And particulart he farther Wotes, That 
from the ſaid three places above, out of their Store-houſes, furnte 
ſhed this Kingdom with Corn;and from Southampton, Exeter, and 
Briſtol,in a Tear and a Halfs timeycarried away near two hundred 
Thouſand Pounds, beſides from London and other parts, could 
zot beleſs than T wo 1M tllions, to the great aecay of this K ing- 
dom, and diſcredit to the Company of Merchants , that any Na- 
tion that have no Corn m their own Country growing, ſhould ſerve 
this famous Kingdom, by all which they araw the Wealth and 
Strength of Chriſtendom to themfelves : Whereby alſo it appear « 
eth, though the Duty be but ſmall, yet the Cuſtoms for going out 
and coming in, do ſo abound as before, That th:y Increaſe their 
Revenews greatly, and make Profit ,plenty, and Employment of 
all ſorts by Sea and Land, to ferve themſelves and other Nations, 
as 15 admirable to behold, And likewiſe, the oreat Commerce 
which Groweth by the ſame means, enableth the Common-people 
to bear their burden lata upon them, and yet they grow Rich by 
reaſon of the great Commerce and Trade, occaſioned by their con 

venient Priviledges, and commodious conſtitutions, | 
Theſe things being in time conlidered, .and neceſſary to be 
remembred ; and that the ftream may be turned to the good of 
this Kingdom, to whom God hath given thoſe great bleſfings, 
and multitude of Riches, or at leaſt means for it (however ir 
hath been neglected to the hurt of this Kingdom) Let us all as 
Engliſh-men, as the good Spyes did in ſaying, T hat we are a- 
ble to keep Our Traaez and not ſay with the Evil Spyes, We 
ſhall never be able, and ſo weaken one anothers hands, and give 
up Our Trade into the hands of thoſe that thirſt for it, and that 
can live without it 3 and we, if loſt, cannot poſlibly live one by 
another; and although now through Idleneſs we are Poor in 
many places, for want of Employment , and though many Land, 
z1d Sea-Coalt Townes much Ruined ; yet, notwithſtanding 
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there is hope; firſt, conſidering the Encouragement his Ma-' 
jeſty hath given to promote Trade, in giving free acceſs to any 
propeſals, and forwarding of thoſe that are Good, though al 
cannot as yet be accompliſhed 3 and let us remember that it is 
more eaſte to keep Our Trade, then it was to pet it, asin AX, 
E.39. That we follow on, and ao every one bus duty in his place, to 
enrich our ſelves, and encreaſe the Navigation, Shippmg, and 
Aarriners, ſo as it would make all ations to vaile the Bonnet to 
England, 1t we would not be {ll wanting to our ſelves, in 
employing of our people, and to allure them all for their own 
private Gain 3 to be all Workers and ErreQors of ſo rich a Ma- 
nufacure, to vent our home-bred Commodities to far more 
Reputation, and much more Profit to the King, the Merchant, 
and the Kingdom, to return the Merchandizes of other Coun- 
rreys at far cheaper Rates than now they are, to the great be- 
nefit of the Kingdom in General, in making it powerful by in- 
creaſing of Ships and Marriners, and to make the peoples take- 
ings in Gereral, to be much more every day, then now they 
are, which by Gods help, will crow continually more and more, 
by rhe-great Concourle and Commerce that will come by ſettled 
conſtitutions, and convenient Priviledges, as in other Parts they 
do by their great freedom of Trade. 

All this, and much more is done in other Countreys, where 
nothing groweth; ſo rhat of nothing, they make great LNINgS ; 
Then how much more mighty rings might we make, where are 
ſo great abundarce and Variety of home: bred Commadities,and 
Rich Materials grows for a people to work upon, and other 
plentiful means to do that withal, which other Nations neither 
have, nor cannot wart, but of neceliliry muſt be furniſhed from 
hence ? And now,whereas our Merchandizing, and ManufacRu- 
ry is wilde, utterly confuſed, and out of frame, it would be all 
put in frame, and fill our Havens with Ships, thoſe Ships with 
Marriners, the Kingdom full of Merchants, their houſes full of 


Our-landith Commodities, and his Majelties Revenues won- 
derfully encreaſe, ©c. 


It 


JT not only a common ſaying, but an experimental truth, 
that, Intereſt welnct Lye; I have therefore (although 
confuſed) endeavoured to diſcover, how all Perſons in 
Enoland (viz, ) the Body of this Kingdom are- concerned in 
thele Lines, and although as clear as any thing viſible, yet ſuch 
a ſtupified frame, bath poſſeſſed ſo many Perſons in England, 
(ren times more concerned than my felf) that inſtead of bavins 
any Help or Afliltance from them, gives me all the diſcourage- 
ment imaginable. If this of Self-Intereſt were rightly weigh = 
ed together, with what is our duty to be helpful to our Neigh- 
bours, and no wayes prejudicial to our ſelves, how happy 
might England be : But alaſs! How contrary, how few are 
the Perſons that are Cordial in promoting of anothers good, 
when no wayes pre;udicial ro himſelf. Nay, Iam too much 
experienced in this Knowledg, that many perſons hinders them- 
ſelves (conſequently) of much Gains, when, another may be 
Advantaged with it, and will be better pleaſed with the Tythe 
of that profit, if he can have it alone ; how far ſhort of ſome 
Brutes, that are more Unaminous for each others Advantage ? 


how far ſhort we are of thoſe we account as baſe, ({viz.) The. 


Turks, Fews,&c.! It was a complaint for many Hundred Years 
ag0, by a great Doctor, that moſt ſought rhemſelves, with 
. the negle& of others; when it was, and is, a Duty incumbent 
upon all, not only to minde our ſelves, but alſo the good of 
others. I have read of a great Ambaflador that had been lons 
in England, when leaving it, and beings under Sai] rowards his 
own Countrey, lookt back and ſpake of the Excellency of this 
Iſland in its *Clymate and Situation, but the great defect was, 
the want of Publick Spirits. Should I write only my Obſer- 
vation on this Subje&t, I might Write a large Volumn ; not 
only of the want of ſuch a Spirit, but that which is worſe, 
(vi7.) the Oppoſitions, Refletions, Derilions, and the like. 


] ſhall only alude tothat ſaying, 'Ze that departs from ſuch e- 


vils, and ſo conſequently endeauour to follow the contrary, he be= * 


comes a Prey, Burt the main and principal .Inducement- as to 
my preſent work at firſt, and ſtill is, I do not think-it ſeaſona- 
ble for ſeveral reaſcns to Inſert at preſent; hoping when I am 
off the Stage, it may be more proper; for Vain man would x 

| | : Wil. 
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Wiſe, ((vi7.) eſteemed ſo. Iwill only Inſert what two Authors 
ves me.an account of ; Two Perſons ſomewhat contrary in 
--eir Opinions, ſpeaking about Merchants to be a principal 
Renown to themſelves, and their Countrey, with what grear 
hazards both of Perſon, and Eſtate, they do ſo Faithfully and 
. rofitably ſerve. 
- The firſt Author ſaith thus; We have a Record which doth 
worthily recite the ingenious expreſſions of 4 young Florentine 
Gentleman, called Coflimo Ruchelli, who dyed about the age of 
22 years, who bewailed not his departure from his Kindred and 
Friends, nor from the Riches of his Family, or pleaſures of the 
World , but becauſe he was ſummoned by Death before he had done 
his Colmtry thar Tributary ſerwice, which to it was due for his 
being, or had gratified his Friends by reciprocal benefits, for that 
they had beflowed upon him noursſhment and Education, | 

The ſecond Author gives us a contrary opinion, of one The- 
odoſius, who thought, and taught it to be great imuſtice that a 
wiſe man ſhould in any ciſe hazard himſelf for the good or benefit of 
his Country, which he ſaid was to endanger his Wiſdome for 
Fools, Now though each of theſe mens tancies had a rational 
Foundation upon their reſpeRive principles, one to gratifie and 
ſerve the World, the other to deſpiſe and reject its Vanities, yet 
Natures poſitive Doctrine to all her Children is, We are not 
born for our ſelves only. 

T (hall fay as to this, although in reaſoning betwixt two, not- 
withſtanding my diſcouragement z yet my reſolutions have 
been ſtrong, nothing have beemthought too dear, ſo that ſome-- 
thing may be done, if but as a Mite, it-being my all. I therefore 
do humbly beg a kind reception, ſeeing the buſineſs is not a dif- 
putable thing, CC. 
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